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SERMONS TO NAVAL CADETS. 



STRENGTH. 

Advent Sunday, December 2, 1877. 

My brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His 
might. — Ephesians vi. 10. 

* Be strong.' So wrote S. Paul, at a time when he 
was in great bodily weakness and in much distress of 
mind, from his prison in Rome to those friends whom 
he had left in Asia Minor, far away from him now, 
across the blue waters of the Mediterranean : they 
were free, but he was bound : they might have cheered 
him, but it is his part to cheer them ; and thus it 
comes to pass that his voice rings cheerily in our ears 
to-day. 

But when we speak of S. Paul in prison we must 
not think of him as shut up in a dungeon alone by 
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himself. • He was being kept in quarters which he had 
been allowed to hire, apart from other prisoners, in 
the great barrack of the Emperor's Praetorian guards, 
high up on the Palatine Hill at Rome. Two soldiers 
mounted guard over him continually, and were changed 
at the end of each watch of three hours' length. To 
one of these he was constantly chained, his right hand 
to the soldier's left. Those persons who wished to 
visit him were permitted to come and see him, and 
many did so. He had the solace of his books, his 
friends, his letters: for he was still waiting to be 
judged. During two whole years he was thus kept 
waiting, till it was convenient for the Emperor Nero, 
to whom he had appealed as a free-born Roman 
citizen, to hear his case in person. And some of the 
letters which S. Paul wrote during those two years are 
with us still : this letter to his friends in Asia Minor 
being one. But not generally with his own hands did 
S. Paul write: for, besides the chain on his wrist, which 
would more or less impede his writing, he would 
otherwise find a difficulty in so doing. Ever since 
the day when that bright light on the Damascus road 
had blinded him for a season, and left him as with the 
effects of a sunstroke, he had had but a feeble sight 
and shattered nerves : with difficulty could he guide the 
pen, or see to trace the forms of letters on the paper ; 
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'§o he was in the habit of employing the help of a 
friend to write at his dictation for him. 

Thus as the Apostle paces backwards and forwards 
in his chamber linked to the Roman guard, we hear 
his voice sounding amidst the weary tramp of the 
heavy legionary, while he dictates to some one of 
-those friends, whose pleasure it was to act as secretary 
for him, the burning words that were to be carried to 
his converts far away, of warning and of comfort, of 
joy and of love, of hope and of strength. 

Does not there seem a strange irony in this his 
position? With a bodily form marred and scarred with 
suffering, thin, decrepit, all a-tremble with anxiety and 
care, marked with the abhorred features of the despised 
and loathly Jew, he is pacing up and down alongside 
of, and in striking contrast with, that stalwart Roman 
soldier clad in the full armour and trappings of the 
Imperial Guard, a symbol of the massive strength of 
Rome that had curbed the world. Surely the words 
of my text that break from his lips, as he thus treads 
that stony chamber, are far other than what one 
might expect to hear issue from so feeble a frame, or 
from one in such sorry plight : — * My brethren, be 
strong, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might.' Still further are we impressed with the irony 
of the scene, when, with one turn of that high-browed 
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but long and narrow head, topped with a few jet-black: 
hairs that come scantily down till they mingle with 
his deep-flowing beard, he wistfully eyes the sturdy 
Roman at his side, and proceeds to tell his friends at 
Ephesus to array themselves in armour such as this- 
guardsman was wearing : * Put on thewhole armour/' 
he exclaims in the next verse to my text, ' put on the 
whole armour • of light,' the sword-belt, the breast- 
plate, the sandals, the shield, the helmet, the sword : 
he glances at them all, as he enumerates each piece 
in turn, telling of the Truth, the Righteousness, the 
Peaceableness, the Faith, the Trust, the Safety, the 
Spirit, armed and equipped in which his Ephesians 
are bidden to combat with, and strike vigorously at r 
the evil around them and within them, in that contest 
to which he would have them brace themselves 
against the wiles and the fiery darts of their great 
adversary (whose works of darkness we are reminded 
by the Collect of to-day to ' cast away,' when we too 
put upon us this armour of light) : ' Put on the 
whole armour of God,' says S. Paul, ' that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day,' and thus, 'be 
strong in the Lord and in the power of His might' 

So spake he then. And does not the echo of his 
words still live, and stir our souls this Advent morning ? 
' My brethren, be strong.' How natural the command 
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sounds to those who are young and strong : how readily 
<do honest hearts leap up to follow it ! Who of you 
does not wish to be strong, strong of body and of 
limb, strong of mind, strong of purpose and of 
character, strong of spirit ? But is it such an easy 
matter for us, as it may at first sight appear, thus to 
scarry out S. Paul's bidding ? to 'be strong ' continu- 
ally, and in all ways, and ' whatsoever our hand 
findeth to do, to do it with all our might '? Not one 
of you can say they find 4 it always easy to be strong, 
that they never feel weary, or that their efforts never 
flag : those who long most, and who try most, to ' be 
strong/ know best that it is no such easy matter to 
win or to keep strength. To them, and to you all 
then, S. Paul this morning seems to me to speak from 
that Palatine prison in Rome through the words of 
my text, to enhearten you and to stir you up to ever 
fresh exertion in these three ways, if haply you may 
win and keep Strength of Body, Strength of Mind, 
Strength of Moral Purpose, 

i. First he seems thus to bid you here to be 
4 strong in body,' and to cultivate as a duty your 
bodily powers. In its widest extent the command 
might thus be taken to embrace the study and prac- 
tice of the whole science of health, in all its various 
•developments. But to-day we dwell rather on its 
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narrower compass in so far as the majority of us may 
be able, or may have opportunity, to follow it out* 
Cultivate as a duty your bodily powers, your muscle,, 
your vigour, the manifold forces of life within you^ 
And while you feel the glow of health running swiftly 
through every limb, remember that it is the gift of God,, 
given you, like all His other gifts, to use, to enjoy, and 
to increase. This is implied in the very word S. Paul 
employs; it is translated, 'Be strong/ its full mean- 
ing is ' be strengthened ' : if is not ' be strong ' once 
for all, but ' be strengthened,' grow continually and 
increasingly in strength, advance 'from strength to 
strength.' Put you forth then daily here, and increase 
by every means in your power and by use, this bodily 
strength of yours: loiter not listlessly away your hours 
of recreation ; be careful that neither by idleness nor 
sloth, neither by vice nor folly, you waste or impair 
your God-given strength of body. And as you fee* 
that you are stronger this year than, you were last year r 
thank God for the joy of growth. For surely there is 
a joy in this, which even the weakest amongst you 
must know as well as the strongest. When then you 
are taking your fill of the healthy pleasure that comes; 
of striving to perfect beneath the open air of heaven 
what strength you have, thank God for this joy of con- 
scious growth. Be not discouraged because you see 
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others of the senior terms now stronger than your- 
selves : strive to put forth in manly games — (S. Paul 
would seem this morning to exhort you) — strive to 
put forth and increase by use and exercise of every 
kind that store of vital energy which God has given 
you, be that store small or be it large. Thus be ye 
strong : it is a duty you owe to God. 

2. Secondly, he would seem to say, 'Be strong* of 
mind. Of the putting forth of this strength all here 
can readily perceive the need : for on the way in 
which you cultivate now your powers of mind depends 
in a great measure — (as you know full well) — your 
career as men hereafter. In the hours of study then 
'be strong': knit together with persevering effort all 
the powers of attention you possess : let no thoughts 
intrude to waste what strength of mind you can con- 
centrate on the subject of study — whatever it may 
be — which is before you. Do you not know here, 
again, the joy that comes from the conscious feeling 
of the growth and increase of the strength of mind : 
the joy at having mastered a difficulty : the joy at 
having done what you feel to be a good day's work, 
when after having fixed your attention steadily on the 
task before you, grappling, wrestling, conquering 
what appeared at first hard to make your own, at 
last you have done it and won ? For as with the body, 
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so with the mind. By use, and by use only, does its 
strength increase. Never then fritter this power away 
by inattention and carelessness. But increase and 
improve these mental powers, be they great or be 
they small, which God has given you : for this too is 
a duty you owe to God. 

3. Thirdly, S. Paul would say, 'Be strong' of 
character and of purpose. This duty, again, you can 
all recognise at once as one that is due from you. 
For who more wretched than the listless waverer? 
who sooner sinks to his level than the boy weak of 
purpose, the boy easily led by others, unstable, foolish, 
irresolute ? These are they who from the commission 
of little faults are led on to larger evils : these are 
they who laugh at what they in their inmost hearts 
and consciences know to be wrong : these have no 
firmness, no persistency in right. For such, as boys, 
let there be no place of honour here among their 
comrades, for by such, as men, can no place on the 
world's roll of honour be won hereafter. By force of 
character are the great victories in this life's battle 
won : by patient tenacity and strength of purpose, by 
perseverance, by keeping to one point and one point 
only, by holding one aim ever in view and swerving 
not from it to the right hand or to the left. This is 
the character that never fails to win its own, sooner 
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•or later. ' Be strong ' of moral purpose then. Place 

before yourselves the high principle of Duty, and be 

evermore steadfast in obedience thereto : never turn 

from it one hair's breadth for selfish ends. Then, 

then, after having baffled and borne down by honest 

persistency of aim the obstacles that are sure to arise 

in your path, you will find, in a hundred unexpected 

ways, the saying come true that * the path of duty is 

the road to glory,' even a glory that you may dream 

but dimly of at present. 

Not once or twice in our rough island-story, 

The path of duty was the way to glory: 

He that walks it, only thirsting 

For the right, and learns to deaden 

Love of self, before his journey closes, 

He shall find the stubborn thistle bursting 

Into glossy purples, which outredden 

All voluptuous garden-roses. 

Not once or twice in our rough island-story, 

The path of duty was the way to glory : 

He, that ever following her commands, 

On with toil of heart, and knees, and hands, 

Through the long gorge to the far light has won 

His path upward, and prevailed, 

Shall find the toppling crags of Duty scaled 

Are close upon the shining table-lands 

To which our God Himself is moon and sun. 

But before you reach those heights you must learn as 
boys to tread with steady feet and single hearts the 
plain path of simple every-day duty here. For strength 
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of character, strength of moral purpose (just in the 
same way as strength of body and strength of mind)* 
though it be granted more largely by nature to some 
than to others, yet by all must it be cultivated, used, 
and constantly put forth in exercise, if they wish to^ 
increase it or even to keep it from dwindling and 
growing feebler. If you are conscious therefore that 
you possess but little of this strength of character, be 
very careful of that little. Say ever and do ever what 
you know, what you believe, to be right Never be 
weakly led by others to do what you know in your 
conscience to be wrong. * Cleave to, hold fast that 
which is good,' says S. Paul * Quit you like men, be 
strong.' 

And now after having bidden us to this threefold 
exertion of our strength, in body, mind, and moral 
purpose, does the Apostle do no more ? does he not 
tell us in few words how we may 1 be strong ' ? Yes : 
he says, 'Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
His might' Who is this Lord ? It is Christ. And 
what is He to us ? what is He to you ? ' Christ ' : is 
it only a name familiar to the ear, but bringing no 
very definite feeling to the heart? the name of some 
one, whom you read of in the Gospels, and don't really 
honestly care much about : the name of one about 
whom you are taught many doctrines, and in whom. 
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you know one ought to believe, but who seems far off : 
far away from you in some strange world ? 

Oh ! think not so of Christ this Advent : think 
not so of Him to-day. Strive rather to let Him come 
unto you : try with me to grasp the Christ in your 
hearts through the help of home-thoughts, and through 
the help of the love you bear your friends. 

Recall now before your mind for one moment your 
own father and all in him you love and reverence : 
his kindliness and care of you, his high example and 
manliness and goodness. Then turn your thoughts 
to your own mother or sister, and all in her you love : 
her tenderness, and yearning prayers for you, her 
patience and affectionate gentleness. These qualities 
as you know them in your father and mother or friends 
are all only but dim reflections of Christ He is all 
this and much more : more patient, more manly/ more 
tender, more loving. "Tis Christ who loves you, and 
accepts your love.' And He is ever by your side : 
earthly relatives and friends cannot be always near 
you, but Christ is always near you : and though you 
oft forget Him, He never forgets you : though you see 
Him not, He is ever by your side, you can no more go 
away far from Him than from the very air you breathe. 
From the moment when you wake at the clear bugle's 
sound in the chill morning air and spring from your 
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hammocks by the light of the still-burning ship's 
lanterns, Christ is by you ; and on throughout the day, 
at your studies, and in your mess-room, during your 
play-hours, both in the boats and on shore, Christ is 
ever close and near each one of you : until, after 
having gone to the sleeping-deck at night at last you 
have all turned in again, and then amid the hush of 
all other sounds except the sentry's tread, or the ticking 
of the clock, or the hour struck upon the bell, you can 
hear the breathing of your comrades as they lie there 
around you : — this Christ is ever near you and by you. 
There is nothing in His presence that you need dread : 
there is nothing in this thought of His constant near- 
ness that need check your joy and your pleasure. For 
He is there to help you, to encourage, to strengthen 
you. Let your spirit but speak to His spirit ever and 
anon : not only when you kneel at your chests in 
prayer morning and evening, but remember Him also 
from time to time throughout the day ; try to rest your 
moral feebleness on His spiritual strength. 

Speak to Him, then, for He hears, and Spirit 'with Spirit can 
meet ; 

Closer is He than breathing, and nearer than hands and feet 

He knows all your boyhood's difficulties, all your 
needs ; trust Him, ask Him to help you to do your 
•duty with your utmost strength, and you will find that 
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'prayer is the secret' of strength to overcome all 
things. ' Be strong and of a good courage : have not 
I commanded thee? Be strong, and of a good 
courage ; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed : for 
the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest ' (Joshua L 6, 9). 

Be strong then : in the words of Azariah son of 
Oded who moved Asa king of judah to be firm and 
faithful to his God : ' As for you, be ye strong, let not 
your hands be weak : for your work shall be rewarded : ' 
and in the words of Hanani the seer to the same king : 
'The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth to shew himself strong in the behalf of 
them whose heart is perfect towards him ' (2 Chron. 
xv. 7 : xvi. 9) : so would we say to you : 'be strong 9 
take heart of courage and trust on Him, and His 
power will be yours. Then shall ye 'be strong' 
indeed ; strong in all manly diligence, strong both of 
body and of mind, strong in force of character and of 
purpose, strong in unswerving purity and truthful- 
ness, ' strong in the Lord, and in the power of His 
might.' 
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OBEDIENCE. 

QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 1 878. 

To obey is better than sacrifice. — I Samuel xv. 22. 

King Saul has but newly returned flushed with 
victory, and laden with spoil ; strong and happy at 
the head of his conquering host At the command 
of the Lord had the battle been fought; at the 
express command of the Lord had Amalek, the 
oldest enemy of Israel, been once more smitten hip 
and thigh : Amalek, that powerful but treacherous 
and savage tribe, that ranged at will with their flocks 
and their herds over all the rolling grassy uplands and 
wild bush country to the south of Palestine that 
stretched down and away towards the Red Sea. 
Long had been the feud, bitter was the hatred that 
burned between Amalek and Israel : Amalek, bastard- 
bom of Esau, and Israel, true son, heir of Abraham, 
chosen and favourite of Jehovah. When Israel came 
out of Egypt, Amalek laid wait for him in the valley 
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of Rephidim, and only by the steadfastness and 
enduring power of the mighty lawgiver had they been 
discomfited. Moses, with his hands all weirdly stayed 
up on high by Aaron on one side and Hur on the 
other, had been the means of that first victory over 
the bandit-horde, when 1 Joshua discomfited Amalek 
and his people with the edge of the sword.' And 
then it was that the divine edict was to be registered 
-and stand for ever, as in biting words of fire on brass 
or stone, when the Lord said unto Moses, ' Write this 
for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears 
of Joshua, for I will utterly put out the remembrance 
of Amalek from under heaven. . . . The Lord hath 
sworn, I will have war with Amalek from generation 
to generation.' And the words of fate wrought out 
their own fulfilment Balaam too takes up the ven- 
geance-strain and sings, 1 Amalek was the first of the 
nations, but his latter end shall be that he perish for 
ever.' So Amalek, ever at feud with Israel, is found; 
at one time in league with the Moabites, smitten by 
Ehud : at another time in league with the Midianites, 
but smitten by Gideon : and now utterly broken, 
crushed, well-nigh exterminated ; once more at the 
command of the Lord, given through Samuel to Saul, 
who had but just attacked and routed them under 
Agag, their shepherd king. But though Saul had 
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overthrown them, it was destined in the counsels of 
fate that they in their fall should overthrow Saul, and 
be the cause of his falL Samuel had been sent (you 
remember) with the solemn commission to Saul, * I 
anointed thee King over Israel; now therefore hearken 
thou unto the voice of the Lord Thus saith the 
Lord : "Go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all 
that they have, and spare them not, but slay both man 
and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel 
and ass." ' Armed with the divine warrant Saul had 
set forth ; had wreaked Israel's vengeance on the 
tribe, and had now returned to Gilgal, after a grand 
triumphal procession up and down the land, with some 
few of the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to make 
a worthy thanksgiving offering, and sacrifice, to the 
God of battles, who had blessed his arms and prowess. 
' Saul came to Carmel, and behold he set him up a 
place ' (a triumphal arch of olives and myrtles and 
palms), 'and is gone about, and passed on' in long 
procession with Agag the king, spared for his beauty 
and his stature, led as a captive in the splendid 
show, ' is gone about, and passed on, and gone down 
to Gilgal/ There, on the hill-top, radiant with the 
joy of victory, in the midst of his trusted and trusty 
warrior-people, stands King Saul Samuel the aged 
prophet draws near with heavy heart, having spent the 
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preceding night in grief and crying unto the Lord. 
To him steps down King Saul, and with a haste that 
betrays the misgivings of his conscience boasts of 
his execution of the divine mandate, and salutes him 
gaily. 1 Blessed be thou of the Lord : I have per- 
formed the commandment of the Lord.' In simple 
words the prophet replies : * What meaneth then this 
bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of 
the oxen which I hear ? * At once Saul is ready with 
his excuse : he throws the blame on his people : ' they 
should have been destroyed/ he pleads, ' I know, but 
the people brought the best of the flocks and of the 
herds, and with them they will sacrifice a grand thank- 
offering, as is most meet, now, even at once, to the 
Lord thy God.' But Samuel cannot join in the joy : 
he cannot condone Saul's disobedience for the sake of 
the sacrifice now promised instead thereof. Then 
Samuel said unto Saul : * Hath the Lord as great 
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying 
the voice of the Lord ? Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For 
rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness 
is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast re- 
jected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected 
thee from being king/ So fell his doom : the doom 
of that disobedience and self-will which had wrought 
c 
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the fall of Saul. Once before this he had disobeyed 
Samuel's plain injunction, in not waiting at this same 
Gilgal, when about to engage the Philistines, till the 
prophet's arrival before sacrificing. Then too he had 
been warned: 'Thou hast done foolishly : thou hast 
not kept the commandment of the Lord : thy kingdom 
shall not continue,'— but the warning then given had 
been disregarded : he had gone his way, rash, way- 
ward, self-willed, impetuous ; and from one act of 
disobedience he had gone on to others : the Gibeon- 
ites, heedless of the ancient covenant of .friendship 
made with them, he had destroyed; the priesthood 
at Nob he had in cruel wantonness swept away. But 
it was this present act of disobedience that had called 
down the fateful and final curse ; which seems for a 
time to go near to break his heart. * I have sinned/ 
he cries ; 1 1 have transgressed the commandment of 
the Lord : now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my 
sin, and turn again with me that I may worship the 
Lord.' But his sorrow had come too late : no more 
opportunities were to be given him : clear, final, 
irrevocable was^the sentence pronounced : ' I will not 
return with thee : for thou hast rejected the word of 
the Ix>rd : and the Lord hath rejected thee from 
being king over Israel.' 

* So Samuel came no more to see Saul till the day 
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of his death : 1 that death in which the headstrong 
wilful spirit of his life made its end, when he took his 
own sword and set it so that he could press hard 
against it, then threw himself in suicide upon it and 
died. * How are the mighty fallen, arid the weapons 
of war perished !' 

The secret of Saul's ruin was his wilfulness : it 
was disobedience that cost him his fair fame, his 
kingdom, his life. 

And as we turn from the sacred narrative to ask 
ourselves in our own hearts what lesson his history 
t>ears for each of us to-day, do not Saul's repeated acts 
of disobedience, does not the warning given him more 
than once, yet more than once rejected, do not the 
excuses he so readily made when convicted, and the 
way in which he would cast the blame on others, does 
not the sorrow that comes too late when punishment is 
inevitable,— do not these points in the story carry 
their meaning and their teaching so clear that none 
can mistake them ? Do they not strike home with 
their truth to the consciences of some of you sitting 
here before me? But I leave each of these now; 
and I single out those few short words, weighty with 
their depth of meaning, and in which lies the whole 
pith of the tale, ' To obey is better than sacrifice,' 
c 2 
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and for these I would now beg your attention : thejr 
are your doom, or, they are your encouragement 

The fault in Saul's character which was the cause 
of all the evil he wrought, and of all the evil that 
befell him, was self-will. He was brave in war, and 
there was much nobility and grandeur about his con- 
ception of the part he had to play : but — he never 
thought — this is the one point we should stamp firm 
in our memories — he never thought whether a pur- 
pose on which he had set his mind was right or 
wrong : he wished to do it, and therefore he would 
do it Saul's life is a remarkable example of a life 
which might have been honourable and honoured, 
but which was spoilt and wasted by self-will, and by 
disobedience. We may say that we are not, and 
never shall be, as Saul was, and may perhaps fancy 
that it will not so much matter if we indulge our own 
desires. But your lives — the truth and purity of your 
souls — are quite as much to you as Saul's was to him. 
He could do no more than waste his life: and if we 
act as he did, we shall do no less — we shall waste our 
lives. To use our lives one thing is required of us,, 
as it was required of him : ' Obedience 1 to as much 
as we can learn of the law of God, obedience to the 
will and behests of those set over us. 
Think for a moment what obedience is. To obey is 
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the secret of all existence. Mechanical obedience is 
the law that binds the whole universe together: moral 
obedience is the law that knits together the world of 
men and God. The sun arises and proclaims the day, 
in obedience to the law of God : the shining stars that 
adorn the heaven, noon, sunset, dawn, the winds, the 
clouds, every rise and fall of the tide around this ship 
by day and night, each and all is a witness to you of 
the obedience of nature to the laws of God : these 
laws are obeyed, obeyed with a never-failing obedience, 
hy all brute matter and by every living thing. ' Each 
little flower that opens, each little bird that sings/ 
exemplifies in a myriad ways by its structure and 
hy its life, the beauty, and the never-failing, never- 
resting action of its obedience to the laws of God. 
But grand as all this is, a grander and far higher 
•obedience is required of us men, and ' for our salva- 
tion,' than this mechanical obedience. God requires 
a moral obedience from us : we are more than 
machines, and more is exacted of us since we are free 
agents. There is no freedom in the earth as it rolls 
round the sun; there is no real freedom in the plant 
as it grows beneath the heat of summer ; there is no 
freedom in the apparently capricious changes of the 
weather : in all these cases, everything that happens is 
governed by a fixed rule, and from that rule no devia*- 
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tion is possible. '* He hath given them a law which, 
cannot be broken/ But God hath given man a law 
which may be broken : man is free to obey, free to 
disobey also, if he will : free to go wrong, free to ga 
right. God has given us Reason, Free- Will, Con- 
science. We are able to make a choice, to decide 
between this and that, to be influenced by some in- 
ward power, and not merely to follow an external 
direction. We too, as much as all else in nature, are 
tied and bound to the obedience of the mechanical 
laws of our being : our bodies — nay, our minds too — 
are subject to laws which we cannot break, whether 
we will or no : but besides this, we are conscious of 
a higher nature, which is impeded by our lower 
animal impulses and so dragged hither and thither 
in obedience to them. And it is these lower prompt- 
ings we all of us — men and boys alike — have to learn 
to conquer and to tame, and not to be like irrational 
creatures led simply by whatever makes one impulse 
stronger than another. And to help us in subduing 
the lower nature, God has given man certain moral 
laws to obey; and men have supplemented these 
laws by others. We are free to take our place by 
obedience to these laws among God's servants, or by 
disobedience among His enemies. 

We do not, indeed, put disobedience to human. 
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authority on a level with disobedience to the Bible, 
or disobedience to conscience. Disobedience to 
man's orders is not like lying, is not like swearing, is 
not like cheating, is not like impurity. These acts of 
disobedience to the moral law of God stain and 
degrade the character ; these shameful things wound 
at first, and if persisted in, deaden the conscience. 
Disobedience to man's laws is not necessarily so bad 
as that. But, of course, if disobedience to the orders 
here laid down for your observance is persisted in 
day after day — (as it is secretly persisted in, I fear, by 
some of your number) — then it becomes downright 
neglect of duty, and it is a very serious sin indeed. 

It is impossible to treat it lightly ; it would" be 
very wrong indeed to do so, and anyone who did 
with a mistaken sense of kindness treat it lightly 
would make himself partaker of your evil deeds* 
'For disobedience to orders is the beginning of a 
great many temptations. It tempts the doer very 
often to untruth, in order to conceal what he has 
done ; and if it does not tempt you to untruth, it 
certainly leads to a kind of secrecy which is healthy 
for no one. It is very often closely akin to a sort of 
hypocrisy ; for if you have a good character in general 
in the eyes of those set over you, and yet do in secret 
what you know would lower that character if it were 
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known, what is this but playing the hypocrite? and 
than hypocrisy there is no more contemptible sin, 
none more corrosive of all truth and manliness of 
spirit And again, disobedience very much interferes 
with that trust in each other which ought to be at the 
bottom of all our relations in a place of this sort. 
Orders and regulations are not given you out of mere 
caprice; there is a fair reason for every command, and 
they ought to receive from you a hearty and trusting 
obedience.' 1 A hearty spirit of obedience pervading 
the ship is certainly not anything superhuman, and if 
boys are to be trusted ought to be given in return for 
the trust Now the regulations given you here to 
obey are few, simple, and known to you all. A larger 
and more unrestricted freedom is allowed to you in 
play hours than falls to the lot of most boys of your 
age at school. Your honour is appealed to, your 
sense of manliness, your spirit, and you are trusted. 
When therefore, on leaving the ship of a day, you go 
and, either in the boats or ashore, break some or other 
of the regulations you know you ought to keep, or 
go out of bounds, then in that act of disobedience 
— and all the more if it is never discovered, and 
never known to anyone— -then you are dishonourable, 
you show yourself unworthy of the trust reposed in 
1 Bishop Temple, Rugby Sermons, 2nd series, pp. 3, 4. 
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you, you act in an unmanly and dishonest way; 
-although I know that you feel at the time when you 
-are doing what is forbidden, a sort of pleasure in the 
disobedience, a false sense of temporary freedom 
from control, and of being your own masters for a 
.space, a satisfaction at what you may perhaps think 
your own sharpness or spirit, and persuade yourselves 
that you have done a clever thing in eluding the 
vigilance of those set over you ; whereas in reality 
jrou thus merely show your foolish childish ignorance. 
Do you suppose, for instance, that regulations as to 
the bounds you should keep, the places you should 
avoid, are made for any other purpose except for your 
good ? Do you think, for instance, that you are pro- 
hibited from going out of the harbour in the blue 
boats for any other reason than to keep you from ill ? 
To commit such an act of disobedience is a most 
mischievous example, to say the least. If you will 
not think it bad for yourself, you can see how bad 
it might be for others, junior to you perhaps, and 
^without your strength or knowledge of the tides and 
•currents outside the castle, as were those of your 
number who were carried ashore by the Mewstone 
the other day, and lost their boat. If your dis- 
obedience does you no harm, you can by no means 
ibe sure that it will do others no harm. Or, to take 



Digitized by Google 



26 



OBEDIENCE. 



another instance, do you think that smoking is here 
prohibited merely to tantalise you ? The fact is, it is- 
simply childish ignorance that makes you fail to see 
how such a regulation is made entirely for your good > 
it is simply ignorance that prevents you from knowing 
fully how hurtful such a thing is to a boy's health;, 
and how ridiculous it is that boys of the age of cadets 
should wish to sit under a hedge, or skulk away over 
the fields, or get somewhere unperceived, that they 
may have the pleasure of lighting a pipe. All smug- 
gled joys are in themselves despicable, and this most 
despicable of all. What miserable pale-faced creatures 
are they here who thus undermine what little growing, 
strength they may possess by such practices, laying 
the seeds of future decrepitude in their systems, for 
which one day when they are really men, they will be: 
bitterly sorry, when then in manhood it will be too 
late to undo the mischief. Some of you who indulge 
in smoking are induced so to do by the example 
of others who they see doing it in a term above them 
not because they have at first any distinct inclination 
for it, though afterwards they may perhaps acquire, 
some liking thereto. I speak of this now, because 
although it has been recently checked for the present 
in one direction, and though opportunity for the 
practice has been cut off from you there, yet I fear it 
s possible you will try yet to make for yourselves* 



Digitized by Google 



OBEDIENCE. 



27 



loopholes of escape, and that you will seek other 
illicit opportunities for this indulgence, as in the head- 
strong waywardness of your silly impulse you seem 
bent on doing. I speak of it now simply by way of 
friendly advice and admonition, in the hopes of in- 
ducing you to strive and become masters of yourselves- 
in this matter. It is really a duty you owe to your- 
selves, and to your companions, it is a duty you owe 
to God, to abstain from this practice while you are in 
this ship, and during the years in which you are still 
growing, whatever you may do hereafter when you are 
men. If you do not so far exert a self-control over 
yourselves now as to refrain from this habit, then for 
the sake of th,e possible passing pleasure of the 
moment, you are permanently injuring your health, 
you are undermining your vigour, you are taking so 
much deadly poison into your body and on to your 
brain, the effects of which you will only fully know 
in years to come. It is not only one or two of you 
then to whom I have before spoken singly and privately, 
but each of those who have thus done, that I would 
now ask in all seriousness to resolve that while they 
are in this ship, at all events, they will never smoke- 
again, whether their doing so is known to others 
or remains unknown. In the opinion of the right 
thinking of your number I am sure that all stfch dis- 
obedience, such foolish efforts to appear men before 
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the time, as I have referred to, must appear in their 
true light, as mere childish folly. No ! if you would 
become the men you ought to be, learn to obey: 
learn to train yourselves in habits of obedience : obey 
not grudgingly nor with eye-service : obey as much 
when no eye is upon you as when you are watched. 
4 The fact is that a spirit of obedience is absolutely 
essential to the formation of anything like a noble 
character. Obedience is at the bottom of all true 
manliness. The power of obeying a law, of pursuing 
with unswerving steadiness a definite aim, is the especial 
characteristic of manly strength. And this is only 
learnt by cultivating the habit of obedience. The 
habit of obedience is worth cultivating in itself quite 
independently of the value of the order given. It 
is worth while to train our own wills to the practice 
of yielding hearty and complete submission to all 
authority which we know to be lawful For no really 
good work in this world is ever done in which ex- 
amination will not show that this habit had a chief 
hand in it' And Christ Himself has singled out for 
especial praise a man in whom this habit of obedience 
was so thoroughly ingrained that it had become his 
second nature. The incident often appears to me among 
the most touching and remarkable in His life. Not 
upon one of His own nation, not upon one of His own 
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kindred, but upon a Gentile, upon one who would 
from his close connection with the conqueror of His 
country be most loathed in the eyes of the Jews, 
does Christ bestow His most precious benediction, 
upon the Roman centurion quartered at Capernaum, 
upon a man imbued through and through with the 
spirit and the sense of obedience to law and order. 
He had sent to Christ, you remember, to request Him 
to come and heal his favourite slave-boy : and as our 
Lord was going, the officer came out to meet Him, 
saying how unworthy he was that Christ should enter 
beneath his roof, and praying Him to give the word 
of command only and he was sure his slave would 
recover at once. ' For I am a man under authority/ 
he says ; 'I know what absolute obedience is demanded 
of me by my superiors : and I in turn have soldiers 
under me, and I say to one " Go," and he goeth, and 
to another, "Come," and he cometh.' The word of 
command had been received often, and given, by this 
man, as he stood to attention ; and he knew well the 
inspiriting feeling that ran responsive to it through 
the thick and serried ranks of a Roman legion, 
bracing every nerve in each man therein, so that 
the whole mass acted with but one obedient will. 
Yes : the strictest and sternest discipline which the 
world has ever seen had formed in this Roman the 
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sense, and the habit, of unquestioning and instan- 
taneous obedience. Jesus, we read, turned Him about 
and admired him, admiring that very force which 
> had conquered His race, and admiring him, said unto 
the people that followed, 'Verily I say unto you, I 
have not* found so great faith, no, not in Israel.' More 
than in any of the eager emotional crowd that pressed 
and thronged Him, professing an ample, but yielding 
a scanty, obedience ; more even than in S. Peter, 
prince of the Apostles, or in S. John the beloved of his 
heart, or in any one of that chosen band who had 
believed in Him and given up all for Him, does 
Jesus find in this stranger that which delights Him, 
as He blesses the simple sense of obedience to law of 
the stern Roman soldier. 4 1 have not found so great 
faith, no, not in Israel.' 

And in the annals of our own country may be found 
many a like example of the working of this spirit of 
obedience that would merit an equal approval from our 
Lord Christ One for us is not far to seek. When the 
* Birkenhead/ a steam troopship, ' lay hard and fast, 
caught without hope upon a hidden rock," near Simon's 
Bay, Cape of Good Hope, on February 25, 1852, the 
sea was perfectly calm as their last evening reddened 
over the 438 officers, soldiers and seamen who were 
then lost. There was no prospect that all could be 
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got off in the boats to the shore before the ship slipped 
from the rock and sank beneath them in the deep 
water ; but a few might be, if the strictest order and 
obedience were kept. So Colonel Seton formed 
the 74th on deck, and, obedient to the word of 
command, the men stood in their ranks till the ship 
sank slowly from beneath their feet With all to make 
them blench, they flinched not ; with all to tempt their 
obedience to give way, they stood firm, resolved, 
obedient, faithful unto death. In the sea around the 
ship they could perceive the sharks waiting for them, 

Low down in its blue translucent glass 

They saw the great fierce fish that thirst for blood 

Pass slowly, then repass. 
Then amidst oath, and prayer, and rush, and wreck, 
Faint screams, faint questions waiting no reply, 
Our colonel gave the word, and on the deck 

Formed us in line to die. 

To die ! — 'twas hard. 
'All to the boats,' cried one: — he was, thank God, no 

officer of ours, 
Our English hearts beat true : — we would not stir : 
That base appeal we heard, but heeded not : 
On land, on sea, we had our colours, sir, 

To keep without a spot 1 
They shall not say in England, that we fought 
"With shameful strength unhonoured life to seek ; 
Into mean safety, mean deserters, brought 

By trampling down the weak. 
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So we made women with their children go, 

The oars ply back again, and yet again ; 

Whilst, inch by inch, the drowning ship sank low, 

Still under steadfast men. 
— What follows, why recall ? — The brave who died, 
Died without flinching in the bloody surf, 
They sleep as well, beneath that purple tide, 

As others under turf : — 
They sleep as well 1 and, roused from their wild grave 
Wearing their wounds like stars, shall rise again, 
Joint heirs with Christ, because they bled to save 

His weak ones, not in vain. 

Turning from these two glowing examples of 
zealous devotion to duty, and of steadfast obedience, 
as shown in the Roman and in the Englishman, can 
you go back to your daily ways unmoved, and repeat 
your puny acts of disobedience the same as ever to- 
morrow and in the future as yesterday ? Or do you 
want some brighter example still to hold you fast to the 
law of your obedience to duty? Remember then in 
the moment when you are tempted to break away and 
be disobedient, remember then that the one single 
thing we are told of Christ in His boyhood is that 
He was * obedient* 1 He went down to Nazareth,' we 
read, 'with his parents, and was obedient unto them.' 
Even as the Apostle too tells us that Christ as a son 
6 learned obedience ' by the things which He suffered. 
Can it be that you fancy yourselves too good to need 
the discipline of obedience which He gladly accepted? 
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Nay rather, learn we humbly from Him, and store 
the lesson in our inmost souls, how that 'to obey is 
better than sacrifice. , Nothing we can offer to God is 
better than obedience ; nothing we can offer to men 
shews our devotion more than to obey them: by sacri- 
ficing nothing except our self-will can we ' please God/ 
4 Ours not to question " why"; ours but to do and die.' 
Not to follow the bent of our own inclinations, not to 
be the sport of outward accidents and chance impulses, 
but to act habitually as the obedient servants of a 
Divine Master who has shewn us the path we are to 
go, and who can give us continual inward help to 
follow Him, — is the only thing that will prevent our 
becoming,- if we go our own way, like Saul became from 
going his own way, daily more wayward, more reckless,, 
more thoughtless, more worthless. But if you are 
thus obedient to God's laws you will be also obedient 
to all regulations here ; you will put away as S. Paul 
says in to-day's Epistle that he did, you will * put away 
from you childish things ' — for the constant habitual 
breaking of rules is the veriest childishness — then, 
when tempted by your own wayward impulses, or by 
the silly persuasions of others, to trangress, and do what 
you know to be wrong, you will steadfastly refuse, and 
do simply what you know to be right When tempted 
to go astray, call to mind the time when you made the 

D 
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holiest resolutions — at prayer, or when alone by your- 
self either here or at home : perhaps even with your 
father and mother before you re-joined this term, 
when you said in your heart or to them, that you 
would be a better boy in the future than you had been 
in the past 

Recollect then, for your encouragement, that the 
Spirit of God is every hour working in you that you 
may keep that promise ; that you may be obedient to 
His law, and walk in the way of His commandments, 
and of the regulations made here for your guidance. 
* Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, 
and obey the voice of the Lord your God.' ' Obey 
my voice and I will be your God, and ye shall be my 
people ; and walk ye in all the ways that I have com- 
manded you, that it may be well unto you ' (Jer. vii. 23). 
Only do not quench that voice of love which you 
now hear speaking in your heart ; resist it not in rebel- 
lion, or He may leave you to yourself and to the power 
of evil, as He left Saul ; until at last your repentance 
come too late as his did, after warnings despised, and 
commands broken, and then, because thou hast rejected 
the word of the Lord, the Lord reject thee as He 
rejected him. Do but obey that voice, though you may 
find it hard. God is with you : He is striving with 
you that you may conquer your self-will, and become 
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more manly and upright, more firm to will and to do of 
His good pleasure. So try whether you cannot avoid 
all things that are forbidden you to do ; try whether 
you cannot do all things that are set you to do ; hold 
fast in little things to obedience, in your words and in 
jour thoughts and in your acts, and you will find God 
Himself is with you, and on your side. 
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CHRIST'S BOYHOOD. 

Third Sunday in Lent, March 24, 1878. 

Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God" 
and man, — S. Luke ii. 52. 

These words have been selected for me by your 
chaplain, and he has asked me to preach to you upon 
them this morning one in that series of Lenten sermons 
which he has this year drawn out for our benefit. The 
subject chosen for us is * Christ's example during His 
early life ' as grounded on this particular text. 

These simple words are almost the only record we 
possess of that boyhood of the Saviour of the world 
they were written of Jesus when He was just about 
your age — between fourteen and fifteen, or a little 
more — and they seem to sum up for us very briefly 
nearly eighteen years of His life. Christ was hanged, 
you remember, on the Cross when He was about thirty- 
three, and the gospels, as we have them now, give us the 
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story of what He did and said, and of what befell Him 
during the short space of the last three years of His 
life only. At the beginning of two of the gospels, 
indeed, we read of His birth, and of the Shepherds 
and Eastern Kings around Him in His babyhood, 
and of Simeon and Anna folding Him in their 
aged arms, and crooning over the child amid the 
.splendours of the Temple, and of His being borne 
far away from Palestine over the desert sands by His 
father and mother into Egypt, and then of their return 
to Nazareth. But after that, there comes a pause in 
the story — for these events concern His infancy, not 
His boyhood — and for the next ten years of His life 
nothing is shewn us, till S. Luke takes up the tale and 
writes of that pilgrim band of Galilean country-folk 
travelling up at Easter-tide to keep the great Spring 
Feast and holiday at Jerusalem, with the lad Jesus, 
then twelve years old or more, going along with them. 
At the end of that holiday week, when the others go 
home again, He drops away from the rest, and lingers 
alone, loth to depart, in wistful wandering amid the 
white marble courts with their cedar carved roofs, and 
the bronzed and gilded beauty of the Great Temple, 
so strangely new to the country lad after the rough 
peasant life, the cottage and the open hill-side of 
Nazareth, that he sits Himself down as in a new home 
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at the feet of the ancient Rabbis, awestruck yet eager 
before their wondrous learning and gentle, calm, com- 
posed manners. There His father and mother find 
Him and lead Him away once more ; * and (the 
narrative proceeds) He went down with them and 
came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them : but 
His mother kept all these things in her heart. And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man.' 

From the time, then, when He was thirteen, to the 
time when He was thirty, He lived in silence and in 
obscurity. We know He lived in Galilee, as a carpen- 
ter and friend of fishermen, a life of poverty and toiL 
The carpenter of a small village like Nazareth can- 
not have been a man of wealth, and must have had 
to work hard for his daily bread. His father Joseph- 
seems to have died at this time, and Jesus would then 
have His mother and four brothers and three sisters, 
to help to support In these days of ours, when too 
many people seem to fancy that manual labour is less 
honourable than other kinds of work, it is well to- 
remember that our Saviour Himself spent His eaily 
youth as a poor carpenter's boy in a secluded country 
village. There He waited in patience till He was thirty,, 
till the time was come for the beginning of His public 
life. So then, during that period, His natural powers. 
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grew, and ripened, and strengthened until the time of 
His shewing unto Israel With Him — as with others 
— wisdom widened with the years, and came into His 
human soul through the same channels and by the 
same processes as into the souls of others — through 
instruction in the school at Nazareth and through 
converse with others — the difference being that He, 
in every stage, attained the perfection of moral and 
spiritual wisdom which belongs to that stage ; there 
being in Him no sin, or selfishness, or pride, such as 
checks the growth of wisdom in all others. 

This bodily and mental growth of His it is, 
then, which we are to think of chiefly this morning as 
described for us in S. Luke's simple words : ' Jesus kept 
advancing in wisdom, and in age and stature, and in 
favour with God and men.' They are almost identi- 
cally the same as those in which the youth of Samuel 
is depicted in the Old Testament : ' The child Samuel 
grew on, and was in favour both with the Lord and 
also with men.' The image set before us in each case 
is that of a healthy vigorous lad, free from sloth and 
carelessness, doing his simple every-day duties with 
joy and patience, in blameless and persevering honesty 
of soul. The Son of God was truly man, and it was 
with Him in His human nature as with other men : from 
that which He was as a lad, did He grow up to and 
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develope into that which we know Him to have been 
as a man. As with Him, so with us, 

The child is father of the man ; 
And we could wish our days to he 

(As His were) — 

Bound each to each by natural piety. 

But amid what sort of surroundings was this, the 
greater, part of our Lord's life passed? His four 
brothers, or cousins, James and Joses, Judas and 
Simon, and His three or more sisters and His mother 
Mary, lived together in one house, generally at Naza- 
reth, but sometimes at Capernaum. The village of 
Nazareth is on the lower edge of the hill-side of a 
little valley of about a mile long and a quarter of a 
mile broad, shut in by rounded hill-tops. The valley 
here above Mill creek, as you look down into it just 
after you have passed through the gate beyond the 
cricket-field, is very like it : only instead of the firs 
and the other English trees we have here, there the 
figs and the olives with a few orange-trees and pome- 
granates are growing. The hills around that valley 
are also of about the same height as ours here — that 
is, between four and five hundred feet high — and their 
tops are rounded just like those of the hills that shut 
us in, and there are fields of grain too, and orchards 
on their slopes. In such a combe or valley then, as 
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you know well, dwelt Jesus. Just behind the village 
rises a still loftier eminence called Neby-Said, from 
the top of which one of the finest views in the Holy 
Land is to be had. And thither Jesus must often as 
a boy have climbed up from the valley beneath, either 
alone or with a companion, after the work hours were 
over. Looking thence towards the north, He would 
•see Lebanon and the white snow-capped Hermon in 
the distance, which are higher indeed than these 
Devonshire hills, but still the view Jesus had there 
much resembles that which we have, on a clear, fine 
day, of the high line of Dartmoor with its Tors stretch- 
ing away in the distance above the lower hills and 
irregular valleys in this neighbourhood. And on the 
west, Jesus would see as far as the headland of 
Carmel, and the blue, broad Mediterranean, which 
would both appear to him very like the Start Point 
and the open sea do to us, as seen from some spots 
•on the road to Stoke Fleming. And on the east he 
would look towards Gilead and Gilboa round by 
Tabor to the hills above the sea of Galilee which was 
ibut eighteen miles off. And to help us still further 
to realise what met the eyes of the boy Jesus, we may 
remember that the birds that haunted Nazareth were 
many of them exactly the same as give so many of 
you joy here, and in the forms, and notes, and habits of 
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which some of you take such pleasure. The willow- 
wren, the hedge-sparrow, the swallow, the titmouse, 
the water-wagtail were all there. Over His head the 
lark poured forth the same song as she sings to-day 
in England ; the nightingale, the thrush, and the- 
blackbird poured forth upon His ear from the cactus 
brake and the olive thicket the same clear liquid notes- 
as we hear here to-day ; and in the winter time the 
robin-redbreast of our homes flitted also by the 
cottage door at Nazareth. The gospels shew through- 
out that these did not escape His notice : the birds- 
of the air as they eat and drink without care from the- 
bounty around them ; the silent plants and flowers, 
the humble life of the creatures of the woods, the- 
air, the field, are all alike noticed and commented on* 
by Jesus, with penetration and keen-sightedness. At 
Nazareth then, in the hills and amid all this countay 
life with its familiar sights and sounds, was He 
1 brought up,' but Capernaum on the sea of Galilee 
was emphatically in the gospels called ' His own city/ 
There He is said by the Evangelist to have been 'at 
home ; ' for thither many times He went as a youth r 
even if His family did hot, as seems probable, move 
down and reside permanently there by the sea-side.. 
' At homo ' then think of Him on and by the sea l 
there He would, while increasing in stature, become: 



Digitized by Google 



CHRIST'S BOYHOOD. 



healthily developed, strong-limbed as became a 
carpenter's boy, more or less vigorous and capable of 
enduring, as we know from His later years, much 
fatigue : thjere He would learn to pull the oar and 
cast the net with many another Syrian lad; and 
after building (as tradition tells us) boats, would also 
launch and manage them — such rowing and sailing 
boats as one may see still used by the fishers on the 
sea of Galilee, which are but little, if at all, larger than 
the cutters you seniors sail in here ; not nearly so large 
as the trawlers you see launched from the ship-yards 
hard by. And in handling these, He had some skill 
too. Do you not remember the account of how one 
evening when He was crossing the lake of Galilee in 
one of them, there came on a series of sudden squalls- 
of wind down one of the mountain gorges at its side, 
so that the waves kept breaking over into the boat, 
while He, tired out after the day's work, was taking a 
short spell of slumber in the stern, with His head on 
the leathern cushion of the steersman? The men 
were in such a panic that they neglected to manage 
the cutter, and let her drift, but hastened to wake the 
sleeping Christ ; who at once arises and sets her 
right, so that they beat up and steer under the lee of 
the next out-jutting headland into smooth water. In 
the very words given by S. Mark, as their captain He 
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addressed them : 'What, cowards, have not ye yet 
learnt confidence ? ' ' Often as we have crossed these 
waters together, often as we have met these squalls 
before, often as we have passed these shores and 
headlands together — what, cowards, have ye not yet 
confidence?' (S. Mark iv. 40.) 

Yes ! Jesus knew, as well as you, when He was 
a youth, the joy of movement over waters roughened 
with the breeze, the pleasure of meeting the keen air 
on His open chest and brow, and the cheering sound 
of waves lapping at the prow, and of wind upon the sails 
and in the ropes. When you are on the water, then, 
you may think of the boy Christ increasing in wisdom 
and stature, handling the oar, and setting the sail, and 
shewing His skilfulness in tacking against the winds 
or currents, just as you do ; and you may remember 
how before His confidence and self-possession the 
winds and waves became obedient to His will 

In these two points then, in the locality in which 
He was brought up as a lad, with its green valleys, 
wooded hills, and shining sea, and in His surroundings 
and way of life, did Christ's boyhood resemble yours. 
And if, instead of having lived amid those scenes in 
Syria, He came here as an English boy among our 
number now, came on board this ship as one of you, 
lived with you in your work-time and in your play- 
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time, do you think you would find anything strange 
or odd in Him ? Probably most of you would not : 
for the first few days after he had joined, you would 
wonder what Christ as a boy would do, and how you 
would get on with Him ; but after a week or two had 
gone by, most of you would think no more about Him 
if He were not in your term ; you would each go your 
own ways and with your own friends and associates, 
live, eat, sleep, work, and play much the same as you 
do now. For neither His words nor acts, His pleasures 
nor His tears, were different from those of His own age : 
He was completely like other boys in all things : in 
the daily life of His boyhood no one suspected Him 
to be more than the humble villager He seemed. 
But those of you who happened to be in the same 
term or class with Him would gradually get to know 
Him better, and I think Jesus would 'grow in favour r 
with you as we read He did with the Syrian boys in 
Galilee. He would be one whom some of you 
could not help liking very much ; for, as you talked to 
Him, He would continually be telling you new things 
you did not know about different matters, He would 
now and then startle you at what you could not but 
think His imcommon way of looking at questions, 
but He would be one to whom if you had any little 
trouble or sorrow you would go at once, and almost 
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before you had told Him, He would seem to know it 
all, and by saying something very simple He would 
always take away your trouble and make you feel 
quietly happy and strong again. Hence you would 
be drawn sometimes to Him more than to your chief 
friend, whose friendship, too, you would yet wish to 
share with Him. His goodness of heart would draw 
you very close to Him, and make you so very happy 
and bright while with Him that in His presence you 
would feel as if you could neither say nor do any- 
thing wrong, and yet you would not shrink from Him 
nor dread Him at all except when evilly inclined. 

In some things He would be like you, in others 
He would not He would work like you to increase in 
wisdom, and his schoolwork like yours would require 
effort: He would play like you, and I think He would 
enjoy his games heartily, and increase thereby in stature 
and in favour with you all. All proper growth and 
increase imply conscious effort, even as the plant 
which turns towards the light and strives to place its 
tendrils so that they may best climb well : and is man 
to shew less sense than the plants ? To increase in 
wisdom and in stature properly our efforts must be 
consciously thereto directed ; we must try our best 
to make the most, both in study and out of study, of 
such powers as we may possess. And Christ as a boy 
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was an example to you in this : we read in the text 
that * He kept on advancing : ' so we are not to think 
of Christ as perfect all at once : ' He increased, He 
grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God 
and man.' He was like you in all this, but how far 
was He unlike you? You would never find Him 
wantonly breaking any of the ship's rules, or doing 
anything foolish or silly either out of bravado or out 
of thoughtlessness ; you would hear no bad words 
out of His lips, neither would He act roughly or ill- 
naturedly to His comrades; He would not be led 
astray by[ others, nor would He be of those who try 
to persuade themselves that what they know to be 
wrong in their consciences is pardonable, excusable, 
easily to be forgotten. In short you would find 
Christ quick in intellect, bright in imagination, a true- 
hearted and generous boy. To be like Him, then, a 
firm soul, a clear mind, a warm heart, is required of 
you, and to lead a pure life in a loving spirit. 

But there is one thing which, after pondering care- 
fully each of the words in the 40th and 52nd verses 
of S. Luke's second chapter, I think no one could fail 
to remark in Jesus as a boy as He grew vigorously in 
mind and body, and that would be a wonderful fresh, 
ness of spirit, a bright downrightedness and strength 
of will and resolve in everything He took in hand. 
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While He was in study He would really work, so that 
there would be an even and steadfast advance ; and 
when play-hours came He would really play happily, 
cheerfully, thoroughly: He would listen with all atten- 
tion to the instruction given Him by His teachers that 
He might * increase in wisdom He would engage in 
all the exercises needful for health and strength that 
He might 'increase in stature.' And while this was 
His outward life before your eyes, we know, too, some- 
what what His inner life would be : we know that 
He would have many happy thoughts of God as His 
Father; that He would feel that He could rely in 
love wholly upon Him : He would kneel every night, 
before turning in, in private prayer to that heavenly 
Father ; and again every morning before going forth 
to the day's work and cares, its joys and its pleasures, 
He would never fail to kneel in prayer and tell to 
God His wants, His troubles, His temptations. Thus 
would He 'grow in favour with God' at the same 
time that He would be growing in favour with men, 
for these thoughts of God would not make Him un- 
sociable or disagreeable. You would be drawn very 
much to Him by His quiet yet cheerful, His strong 
yet winning, ways : His influence among you, as the 
terms went 'on, would certainly and steadily grow 
by reason of His most remarkable unselfishness and 
readiness always to do a kindness for His comrades. 
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Such, then, being a sketch of the character and ways 
of Christ as a boy of fourteen and upwards, let each 
ask himself to-day whether he is following that example 
or not : are you striving to be like Christ, and you, 
and you ? and, if you feel that it is not so, do you in 
light-hearted forgetfulness excuse yourselves and think 
that all will be well in the end? Oh ! be assured that 
it will not be well in the end with those who in to-day's 
Epistle are called * sons of disobedience.' There we 
read the words of S. Paul : 1 Let no man deceive you 
with vain words, for because of these things cometh the 
wrath of God.' Such frivolous folly as speaking lightly 
about evil' and wrong-doing (the one really dangerous 
and for ever deadly thing in the universe), such only 
shews an innate enmity to Truth, and Light, and Love* 
' Let no man deceive you with vain words let no one 
tell you that wrong and neglect of duty are pardonable, 
sin excusable, or error easily forgotten. All through 
the Bible, like a low rolling thunder, as it were, afar off; 
is heard this utterance from heaven : 'because of these 
things cometh the wrath of God on the sons of disobe- 
dience. 1 'Sons of disobedience !'.are any of you such, 
rather than friends of Christ's? Dwell for one moment 
on the importance of answering this question as to which 
side you are on in your secret spirits now, while you 
are yet boys, while you are either growing in wisdom, 
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or growing in folly, growing in favour with God, or 
growing in disfavour. * For a boy's struggles are of 
more importance to him than a man's : the consequences 
of a man's misdoings may be temporary, but the con- 
sequences of a boy's misdeeds change or tinge his 
whole life and character. It is so simply because the 
boy is growing, and the man has ceased to grow. The 
sloth of a year or two, sometimes of a month or two, 
in boyhood, alters our whole career : a single good or 
a single bad habit opens or closes to us the door of 
honour or of purity. In the secret recesses of your 
hearts such a single bad habit of a few months will 
work into the very soul some deep, subtle untruthful- 
ness of speech or thought, or some baseness unknown 
to the world, unguessed by your comrades, but one 
at which you will inwardly groan and chafe, per- 
haps for years, in vain. All this is because of the 
intense vital force, the immense growing power, of 
our spirits in youth. See with what an energy they 
receive and embrace that which attracts them. The 
thought, the desire that glows before them, how fast 
they embody it — how quickly, for good or for ill, incor- 
porate it into themselves as a fixed principle ! ' 1 One 
evil habit indulged while you are thus in the period of 
growth becomes swiftly part and parcel of your inmost 
1 Canon Farrar, In the Days of thy Youth. 



Digitized by Google 



CHRIST'S BOYHOOD. 



51 



being : in boyhood and youth that which one day is 
a temptation outside us, on the next has become an 
inalienable part of ourselves. There are many evils 
which grow on you, I know, so quietly that you are not 
sure whether they are altogether evil. They seem so 
natural, and are done by so many around you, that you 
can scarce persuade yourselves to withstand the.temp- 
tation to do likewise when it arises before you. At the 
approach of such an evil prompting, there is nothing to 
do but to follow the first instinct of innocent boyhood : 
strike, strike with the first weapon you can find : when 
it is fallen you will see it as it is. Even as on some one 
of these bright spring days in your rambles you may find 
often by the roadside or in the fields an adder or a blind- 
worm either coiled and basking in the warmth of the 
sunny bank, or else perchance lying in the dust divided, 
bruised, and smitten to death — even such is sin and 
wrong, and the Tempter to sin and wrong. As we 
advance, if the creature is alive, he glides away drawing 
his length over the stones in among the verdure or 
up through the grass till he is out of sight. So will 
an evil temptation, if you meet it boldly, go away from 
your heart, so will a companion tempting you to evil 
oft depart from your side, if you face him quickly and 
with determination ; and your sense of riddance at 
their departure will be like what you feel when the 
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loathsome worm has crept away and gone, and you 
stand alone. Or, may be, you will have to put forth 
more force to be rid of the evil ; and then as after the 
snake has been slain by a blow you see his dusky, 
cold, loathy form lying before you in the lane, he is a 
fitting symbol of the real nature of conquered sin and 
wrong. So ask yourselves, ' What is the thing which 
really tempts me ? how will it look when it is dead,, 
when I turn and look upon it past or killed?' Some 
habit of virtual untruth, some acted deceit, some 
eluding of those set over you ; or a popular coarseness, 
or some disobedience voted legitimate, some self- 
indulgence or some ungenerous unkindliness to juniors 
— when temptation to these comes across you, there 
is nothing for it but to strike at once : strike, strong in 
the simple memory of the example of Christ : strike,, 
and lo the terror is gone ! Yes ; our solitary souls, as 
well as the great world, are such a battlefield. The 
struggle is daily renewed in your midst, and in your 
young souls. Two principles there are within each of 
us ; sin will overcome duty, or duty will conquer sin. 
Now you know what Christ would not have done if 
He had been on board this ship as a boy, will you do 
any of these things ? Will you not rather be a friend 
of His ? You may judge whether you wouM be His: 
friend for yourself : are you doing any of those things 
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you know to be wrong ? are you close friends with 
those who do them ? Sin is doing what our consciences 
know to be wrong ? 

As you sit before me you may feel uneasy when 
you think of this : and this uneasiness, this feeling 
that all is not right with you, may lead to either one 
of two things. It may simply lead you to make 
excuses to yourself, to ask what need is there for. dis- 
turbing yourself over what you may be pleased to 
call trifles, and to think that you are only indulging 
in what everyone else does. The uneasiness may 
lead you simply to wish to be let alone, or the 
uneasiness may lead you seriously to take to heart 
jour present state, and to search your manner of life 
here, and the thoughts that chiefly occupy your minds, 
and to say to yourselves, I know and am sure that 
Christ would not, if He had been a cadet here, have 
done so and so, or gone to this place or that, would 
not have said this, would not have thought that, and 
therefore I as a Christian boy am determined I will 
not : I have hitherto so done, I will do so no more : 
I will steadily struggle against all temptations so to 
do or act ; and I am sure that Christ, who was once 
a boy like me, just of my age and just of my feeling, 
will know it is difficult to try and do right, and therefore 
will help me by His Spirit to do right, and to be not 
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cowardly, not impure, not mean, not shirking what I 
know to be my duty, not careless, not idle, but to be 
like Him and to please God. Never despair, then,, 
because you feel that you are weak or because you 
are tempted. Think you that Christ as a boy was not 
tempted? Most certainly He was. We read, 'He 
advanced in wisdom, and advanced in favour with 
God.' Now there is no kind of advance for man r 
except that which is obtained by overcoming tempta- 
tioa Temptation is no more a cause of evil, than it 
is a cause of good. * It is indifferent in itself : we may 
use it to either end; but we maybe quite sure neither 
we nor any other man or boy can advance without 
temptation. Now Lent is a time when we should 
fight more bravely than ever against all that is wrongs 
and try more than ever to conquer our besetting sins- 
and temptations ; and there is one temptation amongst 
others to which I think too many of you seem just 
now very prone to yield — that is, to swearing. I know^ 
that in many cases you have got into the habit of 
using these words and expressions without really 
meaning anything very wrong, and you don't always 
think of the full force of the words that come from 
your lips ; you are irritated or vexed, and so you give 
utterance to some expression which in reality is- 
far stronger than is needful. If you saw a man? 
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who threw about gold pieces every time a copper 
coin would be sufficient, would you not think it 
wasteful and foolish of him ? But some of you are 
thus reckless ; you use these strong terms when others 
would really be quite sufficient and serve all the pur- 
poses required. There is no need to assign a 
companion to perdition because he does something 
awkward or that offends you. To do so is ridiculous 
if you look at it in one light ; and in another it is 
shameful, it is a sin and wrong as well as a folly. 
These words of swearing are really not wanted by 
you, they sound quite out of place ; give them up. 
To quote to-day's Epistle once again : * Let no man 
deceive you with vain words, for because of these 
things cometh the wrath of God' There are three 
sorts of you who do it : those who swear in reckless 
thoughtlessness, those who copy others instinctively 
almost without thinking, and those who use these 
expressions out of bravado. These last, perhaps, will 
be inclined to do it all the more for being spoken to 
about it; but the other two I would ask to try and 
check this evil habit before it grows any stronger on 
them. Set yourselves to overcome at least this one 
temptation this Lent, and try whether you cannot 
break off the use of these words before Easter comes. 
When suddenly impelled to utter such words in 
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irritation or anger, even if they are half formed in your 
lips, check yourself and refuse than ; and when the 
temptation comes again the second or the third time, 
as I daresay it may, be not led to regard it as a laugh- 
ing matter, but check yourself again — refuse them: 
they belong to that foolish talking which S. Paul says 
is not convenient, not appropriate, surely not appro- 
priate from one who would copy Christ's example in 
His boyhood, and 'grow in favour with God and 
man.' 

Is there, however, even one amongst you who will 
not henceforth make an effort to live as in His con- 
science he knows he ought to live? is there one 
amongst you who will not make one resolute effort to 
cease to do evil and learn to do well, and, letting by- 
gones be bygones, brace himself to try to increase 
in wisdom as in stature, and to win henceforth favour 
with God and with men? And what is the way? 
Long for and look out for an opportunity of imitating 
Christ This is the way in which not only boys but 
also men and women learn to be good They see 
some other human being wiser and better than them- 
selves who influences them, and they try to imitate 
him. And these other people are themselves in- 
fluenced by others higher still, and especially by that 
Friend, at once human and divine, whose help is 
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needed by the highest and reaches down to the 
lowest Determine, then, steadfastly to lead a new life, 
taking the lad Christ, as He lived in Nazareth of old 
obedient to His parents, as your model and example. 
Do not be discouraged if, after making such a resolu- 
tion to rise and be better than you are now, you find 
yourself once or even twice tempted back into old 
paths ; arouse yourself nevertheless to follow Him in 
newness of life. Arm yourselves with the thought of 
that example against all your boyhood's temptations, 
be they few or many, be they great or small. Work 
out in your characters the points you admire in Christ, 
and so will you grow daily more deserving of God's 
favour, more ready to meet God's eye, more clear in 
conscience, more free from the least touch of guile. 
Deeds of daylight — thoughts, and words, and acts of 
which you never can be ashamed, which you never 
need dread to have known to anyone and everyone 
hereafter — these are the thoughts, and words, and 
deeds which will characterise you. You will have 
no consciousness henceforth of guilty secrets, nor 
even of doubtful words and acts. You will kill with a 
good will evil inclinations which you have determined 
and vowed to kill ; carefully preserving all old, care- 
fully gaining all new, ideas and habits which you find 
tend to goodness, or which you have reason to believe 
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will help you onward in that growth in wisdom, the- 
beginning and end of which is the fear of the Lord r 
so will you increase not only in stature and in age r 
but also in truth, and light, and love, ' for he that uv 
these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God and 
approved of men.' That Christ who once sailed in* 
His youth the Sea of Galilee hath, after conquering 
temptation, passed up into the heavens. And as the 
rays of sunlight from those bright heavens along with 
the fresh air and very breath of God encompass us 
this morn on every side, so may the recollection and 
the thought of Christ's example stream in and flood 
your minds and hearts with light, and freshening, 
purifying influence, mingling with your every custom, 
every task, every innocent pleasure ! The Christian 
souls of boys into which God Himself thus shines, 
who invite God to shine there, who love to feel His- 
brightness, and desire not that any of the things there 
should be hidden from Him, or reserved from Him — 
such as these, when they recall Christ's boyhood, and 
look up at the blue of heaven and the white clouds- 
fleeting across it, may remember the voice that came 
of old in witness thence to His steadfastness and 
truth at the beginning of His manhood and after the 
completion of His youth, ' This is my beloved son in 
whom I am well pleased: ' and thus such may go on 
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to think of Him as sitting no longer, as He was once 
wont to sit, in the boat thrust out a little from the 
beach on the dark blue waters of the land-locked lake 
in a far-off country and speaking to those who stood 
upon its shore, but as now very near and speaking ta 
them as He sits upon the azure throne above the 
clouds on high, and looking down upon this ship and 
all in her with hands stretched out to guide and help- 
and bless you each and all, ready to bear the same 
witness to you as was erst borne to Him, on contem- 
plating your humble and steadfast efforts after Right: 
' These, these are my beloved sons in whom I am weH 
pleased,' * as they increase in wisdom and in stature, 
and in favour with God and man.' 
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FEARLESSNESS. 

Third Sunday after Trinity, July 7, 1878. 

I will fear no evil > for Thou art with me, — Psalm xxiii. 4, 

Probably David was still young when he wrote this 
short Psalm. Every verse of it breathes of the free 
open hill-side where he spent the shepherd-life of his 
boyhood. The youngest son of the old chief of the 
village of Bethlehem, his humble lot was to tend the 
sheep of the family while his elder brothers went as 
soldiers to follow King Saul to the battle. But in 
those days and in Judea the life of a shepherd was 
different from what it is in this civilised country in 
these times. It was a solitary, wandering life on the 
uplands, where there were no fields, no farmsteads, 
no enclosures, but all the country lay open like the 
Australian downs or bush. David then as a boy would 
often be alone for days and nights together out on 
the hills far from his father's tents; his little harp, which 
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was to him what the pipes are to the Italian shepherd or 
the bagpipe to the Scotch, his sole solace : in perpetual 
danger, one day from sudden torrents and spates, from 
wolves and robbers; and then at another time, when 
a season of drought had fallen on the land, from 
parching thirst and scanty streams. In the day burned 
by the sun, in the night chilled by the cold, often 
hungry and weary and hard put to it, while the safety 
of the flocks depended not only on his cunning know- 
ledge as to whither it were best to lead them over the 
wolds for pasture and for water, but also on his con- 
stant vigilance to defend them from beasts of prey : 
he had to 'guard them' as well as to 'feed them.' 
There the lion from the Jordan jungle and the bear 
from the woods close by came prowling ; and once, 
when they carried off a lamb from his flock, the lad 
1 went out after him and smote him, and delivered it 
out of his mouth : and when he arose against him, he 
caught him by his mane and slew him.' In this 
rough life, then, his strength and his agility, his deter- 
mination of spirit and daring courage, were developed 
and nurtured, till his * hands could break even a bow 
of steel,' till his feet were swift ' like harts' feet ' as he 
bounded and leapt from crag to crag : until, the day 
came for him to leave shepherding and go off to join the 
host of Israel, when, springing forward from obscurity r 
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with happy aim he buried the stone from his shepherd's 
sling in the forehead of the great Philistine, and found 
himself thereafter a man among men. In the six 
verses of this twenty-third Psalm we seem to have 
that whole life of his boyhood, its joys and its trials, set 
before us : 'The Eternal is my shepherd; therefore 
can I want nothing. It is He who maketh me to lie 
down in green pastures ; He leadeth me beside the still 
waters. He restoreth my soul,' He refreshes my life 
with the running stream in the wild hills when faint : 
'He leads me in the paths of righteousness, in the tracks 
of safety, for His name's sake. He prepares a table 
for me, spread with wine and bread, beneath the shady 
rocks at the mouth of some deep and gloomy ravine, 
when I flee with my flocks from the marauding bands 
or from the effects of the drought. He anoints my 
head with joy, my cup is full : ' and then in the words 
of the text he sings : ' Yea, though I walk through this 
valley of the shadow of death, though I have to flee 
further away down that dark ravine, I will fear no evil, 
for Thy crook and Thy staff they comfort me.' ' The 
valley of the shadow of death.' The rocks before 
him where he sits stand high on either side : he knows 
not where it leads to ; it seems like an opening into 
the heart of the earth, down into the nether world. 
To David, and the Jews of his day, the under world 
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Tvas the land of phantoms and of gloom : in the words 
of Job, ' without any order, where the light is as black- 
ness,' full of the shadows of death, the weird shades 
-of all the dead, the shadowy forms of extinct giant 
races (Job. xxvi. 5; x. 22); more ghastly than any seen 
•of living man in wildest dream, or half-forgotten night- 
mare. Amid even these bowing and wind-swayed 
giant shapes, David says, if need be he can go without 
fear : * Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death I will fear no evil, for Thou art with 
me.' 

It is this fearlessness of David's boyhood, and of its 
<^use, that I wish you to think about with me this 
morning. ' I will fear no evil the cause thereof being, ' 
4 for Thou art with me. 9 

1. Now fearlessness comes much more easily to 
some boys and men than to others. In some there is 
a natural fearlessness and love of danger for its own 
sake ; in others a natural timidity and shrinking from 
risk. No doubt the presence or absence of boldness 
depends in great measure on our physical constitutions ; 
but it is not wholly so, for we sometimes find the weak 
and apparently nervous capable of deeds and of daring 
which the stronger-bodied shrink from : natural quali- 
fications are not the foundation of the fearlessness 
spoken of in this Psalm. So far as courage is a mere 
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indifference to danger it may rather be a quality of the 
physical temperament than of the mind ; but true self- 
confidence, true dauntlessness, are almost wholly men- 
tal qualities. It is not those who seem fullest of happy 
dash and heedless recklessness, who appear for the time 
not to know what danger means as they face any odds,, 
who are the really ' fearless.' One who thus dashes 
forward is often the first to flag, and give in and give 
up : the ardour of his spirit is spent as in a flash. 
Have you not known this among yourselves ? have 
you not felt the same at moments in yourself ? When 
a sudden terror or danger falls on men or boys, then 
the root of this fearlessness is tried and tested ; then 
some up to that time bold to all appearance are 
helplessly scared, while others rise buoyant of spirit 
beneath the buffet of adversity and are borne on to 
the conquest of all opposition. He is not the really 
fearless man who, when his ship is running before the 
wind, presses on more and more sail, till, when the gale 
is fully on him, his spirit suddenly fails and he shortens 
sail to the risk of the crew aloft ; but rather he who 
has made up his mind beforehand how much canvas 
his ship could run through the gale with, has set 
his sails accordingly, and so carries on bravely to the 
end. 

Neither, for your parts, is it in the bright, happy 
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day and amid companions, that you can really shew 
whether you are fearless or not ; this will be shewn 
rather when you are put to the test alone by yourself, 
what time you may be bewildered in acutest pain, or 
stunned in bitterest grief, or are in real danger where 
no help of man is of any avail; then it will be found 
whether true courage is in you or not. Then the firm 
and steadfast soul holds on undaunted on its course, 
determined though all others be undetermined ; fixed 
of purpose in spite of all opposition. 

Bold to bear God's heaviest load, 
Dimly guessing at the road. 

So then it is a deliberate, reasonable weighing of all 
surrounding difficulties and facing them without fear, 
rather than the recklessness of the hardy, daring dis- 
position, that would seem best to endure the test of real 
fearlessness and to carry out the spirit of the words, 
1 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil.' 

In the next place this fearing no evil, this delibe- 
rate facing of odds, this well-set, well-grounded perse- 
verance of courage may be shewn of course in various 
ways. Take two, for example, in facing pain or in 
facing shame: the first is called 'physical' courage, 
the latter ' moral' courage. Many possess one and 
lack the other altogether : some of the bravest men in 
F 



Digitized by Google 



66 



FEARLESSNESS. 



action have confessed themselves totally unable to face 
ridicule and shame whether well or ill-deserved. Now 
it often happens that younger boys are called upon to 
suffer pain from their elders : some of you — I hope not 
many — are sometimes called on to shew your fearless- 
ness by suffering without complaining a certain amount 
of pain and inconvenience from some of those older 
or bigger than yourselves. To those of you who have 
to bear this pain I would say, bear it patiently, bear it 
with good temper; the great world is a rough place, 
and a boy must be made a man by the discipline of 
suffering. What you suffer here is the beginning of 
that discipline of suffering which is good and necessary 
for us all in the world. You need not be afraid of 
having too much suffering in this life ; there is more 
reason to fear when we have too little. Patience, fore- 
thought, self-reliance, these are called forth in boys by 
the pain and inconveniences they sometimes have to 
endure from others, and these, if you practise them, go to 
make up true fearlessness. 'In the world,' says Christ, 
4 ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world.' But merely because you may 
be teased you must not think that therefore and on 
that account you are Christ's. It should lead you to 
examine your heart and conduct very closely to see 
if there is anything in yourself which provokes this 
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teasing or persecution. Ill-temper, conceit, selfishness, 
foolish, childish ways, such faults are often cured by 
the ridicule of elder boys. Such correction is painful 
and distressing for a time, but you may learn much of 
your own faults of character by the teasing observations 
of companions. If you find that there is anything in 
you to provoke these, then take pains to change your 
conduct : if you cannot find anything in yourself which 
ought to provoke your comrades, then bear your trial 
like a man. Have the courage to practise goodness, 
and to think and act aright, and you will not fail to 
win at last the respect and liking of your companions. 
Remember how bravely others have endured worse 
pains than any you are ever likely to be called upon to 
bear : recollect the early martyrs of the Church, and_ 
the tortures of body and mind they suffered : wounds, 
slow death, fire, sword, and every imaginable shame 
and ignominy, yet flinched not. There were boys of 
your age amongst those martyrs : fear not then, for 
often the anticipation of pain, and the dread of it be- 
forehand, is worse than bearing it at the time. If then 
you ever feel your spirits sink within you, think of the 
brave and the good of old ; arm yourselves to endur 
ance by their examples, and so try to say in your 
heart to God with David, * I will fear no evil, for Thou 
art with me.' 

F2 
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But the fact that suffering does most of us more 
good than harm is no excuse for those who inflict it. 
Though Christ told us to expect persecutions and to 
bear them patiently, He condemned in the strongest 
terms all who inflict persecution: * Whoso shall offend 
one of these little ones who believe in me, it were better 
for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, 
and that he were drowned in the depths of the sea/ 
To inflict pain is a sign of baseness ; to be a bully is 
to be a coward. Cannot you understand the feelings 
of others from the experience of what were yours when 
you |first joined the ship : some of you, now in the 
third and fourth terms, can recollect what you may 
have suffered as juniors. I do not think that the 
younger boys suffer so much just now as you did then ; 
still one of the ways in which the light-hearted thought- 
lessness of boyhood so often shews itself is in this 
indifference to the feelings of others. To inflict bodily 
pain on younger boys merely for the amusement of the 
thing, or from thoughtlessness, or from some undefined 
excuse that it will harden them, is a sign of weakness, 
not of strength, in the boy who teases, a sign of base- 
ness and coarseness of character, not of manliness or 
fearlessness. It often happens that those very boys, 
who have suffered most on first leaving home or 
coming here, are the soonest to forget what they felt, 
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and the soonest to begin to vex and oppress others when 
they have an opportunity of doing so. Watch the boy 
who cannot endure that he who sits near him (in study) 
Should be more obedient or more industrious than he is; 
who loses no opportunity of annoying some companion 
of whom he is not afraid, but whom for some reason or 
other he does not like, or whom he thinks peculiar 
and unlike other boys ; or who teases those who in 
any way try to live better than the rest — is the boy 
who does this the boldest of your number, is he the 
most popular among you, is he not usually the most 
worthless ? Can there be anything manly in aimlessly 
teasing a boy of whom you are not afraid, who is either 
smaller or weaker than yourself, or more gentle and 
patient of insult ? Your better feelings tell you that 
there can be nothing manly in such conduct : it is 
utterly base, mean, and cowardly. These are they of 
whom Christ says, 'it were better that a millstone were 
hanged about their neck, and that they were drowned 
in the depths of the sea, rather than that they should 
offend one of these little ones/ No : if you want to 
shew your fearlessness and courage, then take the part 
of the weak, and rescue him, and shew in all things — 
like some of your number do, I know — that you are not 
afraid or ashamed to be kind. Fearlessness shews itself 
more strongly under this act of moral courage than by 
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the mere passive endurance of pain. In all such acts 
of kindness to others fear not what a few may say 
against you; say you too in your heart to God as 
David did, ' I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me/ 

Now do not suppose that I say all this by reason of 
anything that has come to my knowledge lately, or that 
I have noticed about your behaviour to one another. 
I believe that comparatively speaking there is now 
little bullying in the ship at the present time ; but I 
am quite sure that there are among you bad boys as 
well as good, and that in a place of this sort there 
will always be a tendency towards it unless it be very 
narrowly watched; and as I am speaking of fearlessness 
this morning, I would warn the bad among you wha 
have it not, that the eye of God is upon them; and I 
would encourage the others, if younger, to endure 
fearlessly what pain may befall them; and if elder, to- 
set their, faces fearlessly against all such practices, 
whether they come before them on shore or in the 
ship, whether it be in the mess-room, or up aloft, or on 
the sleeping deck. 

2. Let us now pass to the second half of our text, 
the reason and the cause of David's fearlessness t 
* I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me.' 

Now what did he mean by having God with him ?* 
Perhaps some of us would answer at first, being 
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'religious.' Well, what is the difference between 
a religious man or boy, and an irreligious ? Simply 
this, the difference between the careful and the care- 
less, between him who uses self-control and him who 
is undisciplined. Is that all? you may say. I think 
so; but how much is implied in that difference. 
Think for a moment of all that is contained in this 
one word ' discipline/ for it is the foundation not only 
of all fearlessness, but of all nobleness and good- 
ness whatsoever. Religion is shewn by effort, nothing 
else — effort after Right, after Good, after God Heart* 
felt trust in God and moral earnestness, these two 
things are always connected with each other in the 
closest manner ; and patience, self-denial, modera- 
tion, self-discipline, are especially the elements of 
that kind of fortitude which is essential, if not to 
the highest character, at least to its highest develop- 
ment On the other hand, he who lives self-satisfied, 
who never exacts from himself an answer to the 
question as to whether he improves from day to day 
or year to year, he is the careless, the undisciplined. 
If it then seems natural to those who are young and 
inexperienced to be going on from day to day without 
taking any pains with themselves — (I mean with the 
thoughts of their hearts, with their imaginations, with 
their affections) — it is to them David speaks, after th 
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experience of discipline in the utterance of this 
Psalm. For do you think he attained to this fearless 
spirit without first wrestling with many a danger, 
without constant vigilance and hardy self-denial ; 
without repeated effort against his foes, whether it was 
in practising himself in wily defence against the lions 
and bears without, or his own ignorance, weakness, 
and shortcomings within? His freedom from fear 
depended on no heedless, idle sentiment that somehow 
God was good, and all would be well ; but on an 
ever active, vigorous striving to conquer self. That 
was the ground of his sense of fearlessness; that 
made him have a conscience free from guilt and 
shame, so that he could boldly say ' he feared no 
evil, for God was with him.' Now everyone who is 
taking pains with himself, who is defeating that which 
seems natural, and rising up out of his old self into 
that which is better and wiser day by day, who is 
treading the difficult path of self-control, knows 
somewhat of the truth of this experience. When, for 
instance, a boy after going wrong for some time, and 
getting constantly reported and punished, feels him- 
self at last pulled up sharply, and to have received as 
it were a great warning, so that he comes to think the 
matter over within himself, and after looking his faults 
face to face, and seeing how utterly unprofitable they 
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are to him, what weariness, and vexation, and trouble 
they bring upon him, resolves to do better for the 
future, he will nevertheless often find it hard to with* 
stand the temptation that will come over him again 
and again to fall back into his old ways, and he will 
wonder sometimes within himself why some boys 
apparently find it so easy to go right, that almost 
without effort they seem to keep all regulations, and 
rarely, if ever, are reported or sent on deck at all, 
while to him it seems so hard to keep clear of punish- 
ment. Well, what is it but the habit of obedience, 
the habit of self-discipline, that makes all the dif- 
ference between him and them. Natural disposition 
at the beginning may of course have much to do with 
such difference ; but the main thing is that for some 
time they have been practising what now he only for 
a few months or weeks even has taken to try to do. 
Others too have seen him so often in the wrong that 
they can scarcely believe he is in earnest in turning 
over a new leaf ; so that he has a double difficulty to 
contend with, he has to wipe off his bad character 
in the eyes of others, and he has his own unstable, 
rebellious self to discipline. Does any one of you 
feel this to be true of yourself? Then do not despair; 
do not give way and think it is no use trying to be 
better any longer, that it is too late to mend. It is 
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one of the blessings of boyhood that new habits are 
so quickly formed if you will only persevere with them. 
Be not fearful, but fearless ; and remember that there 
is only one thing that will keep you steady in your 
resolve, and that is the feeling that God is with you. 
Even as S. Peter exhorts in the Epistle for to-day, in 
those warning but cheering words — the truth of which 
he had himself found by dear-bought experience — 
* Be sober, be vigilant : your adversary as a roaring 
lion prowleth about seeking whom he may devour : 
whom resist, steadfast in the faith : after that ye have 
suffered awhile God will make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, settle you.' Yes, all courage, all deter- 
mination springs from patience, self-denial, self-dis- 
cipline. The backbone of all character is to resist 
temptation. We can never get better without tempta- 
tion ; there is no kind of advance except that which 
is obtained by overcoming temptation. And you will 
know more and more of the truth of this as you grow 
older. All those who are older than you, know what 
real trials, what searching, continuous, and almost irre- 
sistible temptations a few years more of life will expose 
you to. Your imagination gives you only a most 
false and unreal image of them. And although it is 
impossible, in consequence of your inexperience, to- 
make you understand what you will soon have to- 
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endure, yet you can understand that if ever you are 
to be good soldiers of Jesus Christ you must be 
thoroughly disciplined beforehand ; you must practise 
yourselves in self-control now. Often when one looks 
round upon you here at your work or your games, one 
cannot help feeling after all how very little you have 
hitherto been tried. Of course you are tempted here 
to sins of many kinds. I need not mention what, your 
own conscience will tell you. But no temptation which 
you have hitherto felt can be compared with what you 
will soon have to feel when you really go into the 
world. But settled habits of self-discipline formed 
now will alone stand you in stead. It is endurance 
that tries courage, patience, strength ; and to nerve 
us to endurance there is nothing but this thought that 
'God is with us.' Endurance and trustfulness 
generally go together: he who trusts God grows 
daily more deserving of God's trust. This is ' living 
with God.' Whenever we are on the point of doing 
or saying anything cowardly, or mean, or false, or 
impure, or proud, or conceited, or unkind, the remem- 
brance that God is looking on should instantly flash 
across us and help us to beat down our enemy. 
This is the trust in God which unquestionably helps 
the struggling, the penitent, the praying more than 
anything else we can attain unto. When no one else 
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is by, or no one who can or will check our faults, then, 
above all other times, the recollection of God's pre- 
sence is most needed, that Presence from which we 
cannot escape. At such times His own promise, as 
given by the mouth of Isaiah, may come home to us 
with peculiar force to brace us to fearless faith in 
Him and effort after good, — 

Fear not, for I am with thee. 
When thou passest through the waters I will be with thee, 
And through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee : 
When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, 
Neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 

Fear not, for I am with thee, 

Be not dismayed, for I am thy God ; 

I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, 

Yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 

Remember then — to sum up all that I have said to 
you this morning— remember that if you wish to form 
the fearless character of a manly Christian you must 
begin now to stand up boldly on the right side, on 
the side of kindness, not on the side of the rude, the 
thoughtless, or the cruel. And until you try, you can 
have no idea what an astonishing influence your 
actions have upon your inward feelings. Our cha- 
racters are gradually formed by our passing thoughts, 
our chance words, and. smallest acts ; and what you 
are here as boys, you will be more or less as men here- 
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after. Amongst other things you will be astonished 
to find how, if you gain a reputation here among your 
comrades for bullying, it will follow you throughout 
the service hereafter, when some of those now your 
juniors rise above you on the list, and perhaps become 
your senior officers. If you do not bend the stubborn 
will, drop the evil habit, and do the thing that you 
know to be right now, you will certainly find it doubly 
and trebly hard — if not quite impossible — to do so 
hereafter. By thoughtfulness and by perseverance, 
and, if strong, by seeing that justice is done to the 
weak and by delivering the oppressed and afflicted, 
you will come to know what fearlessness of conscience 
means, and to understand how infinitely noble it is to 
do right, how infinitely base to do wrong. Endure 
pain cheerfully, and believe it to be the finest thing 
in the world; but form a careful habit of never 
causing needless pain to anyone, and take a pride in 
giving up your own pleasure for the sake of those 
weaker than yourselves. Do a kind action when it 
costs you some self-denial. Be on the look-out to 
command your temper. Be not afraid of receiving 
an injury, be only afraid of inflicting one. Endure 
to suffer wrongfully, if need be. Be bold not only 
against outward enemies, but be bold against yourse lf 
Conquer your own fancies, your own ambitions ir 
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sacred name of Duty : this it is to be truly brave and 
truly strong. So, and so only, shall you grow in fear- 
lessness of character, and be able to say to God with 
David, in conscious, happy rectitude of soul, not only 
here now but also in after-life, when darker ills come 
over you — ' I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me.' 
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PRAYER. 

Twentieth Sunday after Trinity, Nov. 3, 1878. 

.Preserve me, Lord: for in Thee do I put my trust, — 
Psalm xvi. 1. 

Your chaplain has chosen 'Prayer* as the subject 
he wishes me to preach to you about to-day. Having 
received such bidding from him, what motto could I 
better take for the few simple thoughts I am about to 
dwell upon, than this verse from one of the psalms 
we have read together in this morning's service, which 
seems to contain in itself the very essence of all 
prayer, coming as it does as a cry straight from a 
man's heart up to God : ' Preserve me, O Lord : for 
in Thee do I put my trust' For all human prayers, 
in whatever language they may be uttered, are but 
the voices of weak children to an Almighty Father 
for help of some sort, and do but re-echo in various 
ways this cry, ' Preserve me, O Lord' All prayers are 
but the expression, in one form or another, of like 
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trust, and do but in various ways re-echo this cry, 
6 In Thee do I put my trust' 

Many beautiful things have been said and written 
about prayer by people of various creeds and beliefs, 
but they all find their sum in this trustful turning of 
the soul towards God for help and for protection. 
Naturally men feel this impulse to turn towards God 
and ask His help more acutely at some times than at 
others. When they are most conscious of their own 
weakness, in a great danger, or in a serious illness, or 
under a heavy grief, then it is that feeling the need 
most we are most driven to cry for help to one who 
we think can give it. We may utter the first part of 
the verse, ' Preserve me, O Lord/ preserve me through 
this or that which is pressing on me now; only pre- 
serve me and deliver me, and all will be welL We do 
not stay at such moments to think what foundation 
we have for our trust, or whether we have any ground 
at all for taking the second half of the verse on our 
lips, whether we can say sincerely as we do instinc- 
tively, ' In Thee have I put my trust/ Such solemn 
moments of gloom and trouble come to all men in 
turn at times, when the iron force of circumstances 
seems to press them out of themselves, and to strike 
some sparkles of devotion out of even the coldest 
natures. But to you in the full swing and more or 
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less blithe hurry of your every day life here, it may 
appear almost unnatural to dwell long on such stern 
things; the blows of doom have not fallen heavily on 
any of your young hearts ; and yet — and yet for boys as 
well as for full-grown men there certainly arise these 
feelings of want, these times of trial, that test what 
metal they are made of. Do you, too, not at times 
feel the need of an Almighty Friend and Helper ? At 
times you too are sick and weak, or in pain; at times 
you too have something which seems too hard for you 
to bear alone without God's help; it may be some 
trouble from your comrades, or some ill-temper or 
failing of your own which makes you wretched, or 
some task that is set you to do which seems at first 
to require more strength than you have in yourself. 
Now, whether we use for our good or ill these occasions 
when we feel driven to cry out to God, depends very 
much on our character. At any one of such times, 
supposing a chance came to any one of you and it 
was promised clearly, as by a voice from heaven, 
'You shall have anything you ask for,' what would 
you choose? Think 1 Would you in quick excite- 
ment ask for something you feel just then you would 
like very much : some boyish success, or some joy or 
pleasure that after all would last for a short time only; 
and which as soon as you had had it and had enjoyed 

G 
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it, would find you saying, when it was gone by, '1 wish 
now I had asked for something else, and might have 
another chance'? It is almost certain you would. 
Even as the king in the story who, when he was 
bidden to ask for what he most longed to have, and 
he should have it, replied ' Riches/ and wished that 
all he touched might turn to gold His prayer was 
.granted, and all he touched did turn to gold ; gold 
was around him and about him everywhere, and was 
his. But when even all the food and drink he 
brought to his lips turned to gold, then he crted out in 
the agony of starvation to have the gift withdrawn, 
and that he might be delivered from dying of the lust 
of gold he had chosen. Or again, as that other youth, 
to whom in all the vigour and enjoyment of life the 
•choice was given of having whatever he might most 
•desire, and he asked that he might never die. His 
prayer too was granted But it was all a misery and 
loneliness. For his friends died off one by one, and 
all things changed around him ; and though he died 
not, yet his strength ebbed and went gradually from 
him as he dwindled slowly and pined away in an ever- 
lengthening old age, becoming feebler and ever feebler 
still : till kind fate granted him deliverance from the 
immortality he had chosen, and he was changed into 
the grasshopper in the hedgerows. Would not some 
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-such short-sighted impulse of prayer be ours if we on 
the spur of the moment — either in our troubles or in 
our joys — were told we should have whatever we 
asked for? How few of us, if left to ourselves to 
ask for whatever we wished, would be likely to re- 
semble the Hebrew boy who at fifteen years old by 
the death of his father was left king of Israel, and to 
whom as he slept one came in a dream and said, 
'Ask what I shall give thee ? ' That lad was just the 
age of many of you, when he lay thus at Gibeon after 
the death of David, and had this splendid choice set 
before him of riches or victory, of being granted in 
health and wealth long to live, of being strengthened 
that he might vanquish and overcome all his enemies, 
or of winning honour and name and fame. You 
remember what the boy-king chose. He asked for 
' an understanding heart/ or as it is literally a hearing 
mind — a mind open to hear all teaching, whether of 
elders or that won by his own experience — teaching, 
whether given by men or by nature ; whether coming 
of success or of failure, whether of sorrow or of joy : 
' an understanding heart/ ' a hearing mind/ that he 
might discern between good and evil And God said 
unto him, ' Because thou hast asked this thing and 
hast not asked for thyself long life ; neither hast asked 
riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine 
g 2 
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enemies ; but hast asked for thyself understanding to* 
discern judgment, Behold I have done according to 
thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and a hear- 
ing heart : so that there shall not be any among the 
kings like unto thee all thy days. And Solomon 
awoke; and, behold it was a dream.' Aye: but 
in no dream, in solemn reality the choice comes to 
you. What is it you feel you most want, what is it 
you will ask God for ? and you shall have it 

Such an offer comes to you all to-day. It has; 
come already in days gone by, it may come again 
hereafter ; but most of all it comes now in these the 
days of your boyhood here, the two short years you 
spend on board this ship. God says to each of you,, 
and most clearly now, 6 Ask what I shall give thee.' 

Do you wonder in yourselves what I mean ? Do 
you not see for yourselves the simple fact that your 
lives and fortunes may be very much what you choose 
now to make them? If, for instance, anyone makes a 
vow that he will die rich, there is no doubt he could 
die rich ; if, with prime tenacity of purpose from 
youth upward, and with an ever unvarying clearness of 
aim and stern decision of character, he made every- 
thing else give way to getting and saving money, he 
would get money, he would die rich. And so with 
any other object you set your mind upon and prayed 
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ibr, you would probably win it, if on it and it alone 
you set all your powers and never for a moment 
swerved therefrom. If you made your prayer for t 
the labour of your lives, you would almost certainly 
win what you longed for most Mere wishing or 
sighing for anything, mere asking in itself, would, of 
'Course, be not enough. God only helps those who 
help themselves. Action, effort, perseverance, these 
try the sincerity of our heart's prayers. Now, take 
•each of you his own special case : ' Ask what I shall 
give thee,' says God : and your lives must shew 
whether you really want it above all things else 
You are here, and certain studies are set before you, 
certain opportunities given you, certain rewards offered. 
Your interest and your duty coincide in urging you to 
use these advantages, to work, to do your best; because 
•every term wasted now may mean a year of sorrow 
and anxiety, every year wasted now may mean ten 
years of disappointment and hope deferred hereafter. 
Do you ask success, or do you ask happiness? Then 
labour for it. There are many voices on the other side 
which would lure you astray : idleness pleading the 
charms of sloth in a hundred forms; despair saying, 
? I cannot '; pride saying ' I will not ' ; carelessness, 
thoughtlessness, silly self-satisfaction, each or all to 
tempt you from the one single aim. These lead only 
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to degradation. But if any boy of you, be he the 
youngest or be he the eldest of your number, be he; 
the dullest and the least promising, steadfastly resolves, 
to resist these evil influences and to work perse* 
veringly and to deny himself; and when told to ask 
what he will and it shall be given him breathes from 
his soul the simple prayer of my text, ' Preserve me, 
O Lord, for in thee have I put my trust,' preserve me 
from these distractions and ills, bless me and help 
me : — he will surely and certainly win in the end, 
if he wills it Whole-heartedness, manly determina- 
tion, firm resolve, these things will succeed, for these 
things involve a holy self-control, these things work 
out in your lives the prayer of your hearts. To the 
most self-distrustful of you, then, God says, 'Doubt 
not, only believe : ask what I shall give : ask in faith, 
nothing doubting, and do your duty while you ask : 
covet earnestly the best gifts. Do you love uprightness ? 
Ask it, will it, and you shall be upright. Do you love 
purity ? Ask it, will it, and you shall be pure. Da 
you feel ever tempted to tell a lie to save yourself from 
punishment ? Ask for more feeling of honour, will to- 
be true, and you will be true in word, in deed.' God 
will preserve you, if you do but put your trust in Hinu 
So much for the general consideration of prayer, 
and the way prayer should pass into labour, and 
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work its own fulfilment in our lives. I will now pass 
on to speak to you of your particular private prayers. 
And in order to try and fix this on your memories I 
will put what I have to say under two heads — first 
what you should do; second, why you should do it 

1. First I will tell you what I think you should do 
when you say your prayers. When, then, you kneel 
down by your chests on the sleeping-deck in the morn- 
ing, though many of you probably use some form of 
words taught you at home, some of you do not. You 
may have forgotten them ; you hurry over the words 
of the Lord's Prayer only perhaps with just a stray 
thought for this or that besides : how many, if not most 
of you, think of something else than your prayer while 
you are on your knees ? The voices of others near you 
chattering as they dress — for I don't think those three 
minutes' general silence for prayers are enforced quite 
so strictly now by the captains as they used to be — 
the hurry or fear of not being in time for some little 
thing you want to make haste to do before the bugle 
sounds again for muster — these things distract your 
attention, these things are too apt to spoil your prayer. 
So eager are you after trifles, so full are you of your 
little pleasures, that even the best of you find it diffi- 
cult to think only of God while praying, even if it be 
but a short time. 
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When you kneel down, then, do so not hurriedly 
nor hastily, but with a quiet awe, a mingled fear and joy : 
close your ears if possible to all other sounds, think 
only of the one thing before you : feel God near you. 
Think to yourself He beholds me : He is near me and 
listening : I am going to speak to one who knows all 
my sins and follies and my most secret faults : and 
then in quiet awe, and with your attention fixed, 
begin your prayer to God. And every prayer you 
pray should consist of three parts : of confession 
of weakness, of cry for help, and of thanksgiving. 

a. Think first of your errors and weaknesses. 
If you are trying earnestly to do your work, though 
amid many mistakes and failures, why should you 
dread to come and tell God so ? Why should you 
shrink from remembering the past, if in sincerity 
you wish to conquer the ' evil of it/ and do your 
duty better for the time to come ? Confess, then, first 
your sins to God: think really what the wrong is 
to which you are most prone. Is it carelessness, or 
is it disobedience ? is it impatience, or is it roughness 
and unkindness? is it temptation sometimes to say 
what is not true when asked a question that you 
would rather not answer, for fear of incriminating 
yourself? is it laziness or wasting of time ? is it selfish- 
ness in any of its many forms ? Ask yourself, and 
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really find out in your conscience, and confess the 
fault to God. 

b. That first : then next in your prayer should come 
the cry for help. ' O Lord, I have not done my duty: 
I have tried, but I have failed : I come short daily of 
what I ought to do; and my burden, my regret is 
more than I can bear: help me. Preserve me, O 
Lord, for in Thee do I put my trust/ So trust your- 
self to Him. He can sympathise and He will help: 
He will give you if you ask it, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of power and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord : and 
He will inspire you to see your duty, and to do your 
4uty, and rejoice in your duty, in spite of weariness 
and failure, and all the burdens of the flesh and of 
the spirit Cry to Him, then, in awe but in loving 
trust, 'Save me from all bad thoughts and base 
desires : let not my heart be inclined to any evil 
thing.' Let that be your cry for help for yourself. 

Then ask for help for others : help for those at 
home, help for your friends, that God would bless 
them and comfort them and prosper them in all good: 
and ever daily pray for particular help for all in your 
own profession, for all sailors on the sea, wherever 
they may be, in storm dt in sunshine, at home or 
abroad. And these two parts of your prayer over — 
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that is, your ' confession of wrong/ your ' cry for help * 
for yourself and for others, — never finish, never rise 
from your knees without the third part, without 
'thanksgiving.' 

c. Thank God for all He has given you, your 
life, your preservation from day to day, your parents, 
your friends ; for any little happiness that comes- 
into your thoughts, never mind how small, thank 
God for it He it is who gives it to you. Thank 
God lastly that you are an English boy, and a baptised 
Christian lad with the sign of Christ's Cross made over 
you in your earliest years. Then with one last steady- 
ing thought that you put up this prayer to God in 
Christ's name and for His sake, with one effort of 
self-recollection, rise quietly from your knees and ga 
forth to your work and to your play, to your labours 
and your duty, happy and strengthened with the con* 
scious blessing of your heavenly Father. 

And just the same again when night has come- 
round, before you turn in (though perhaps the words 
may be slightly different from those you use in the 
morning), still dwell on three things: on 'asking of 
pardon for failures,' ' on seeking help and protection 
through the coming night,'- and on 'a thanksgiving' 
for another day done. As you kneel once more go- 
over in your thoughts what you have done since the 



Digitized by Google 



PRAYER. 



morning, ask yourself, how have I done it ? what have 
I failed to do ? Then ask to be forgiven of God, and 
for grace to keep you : ' Preserve me, O Lord, from 
misspent time and wasted opportunities; the night 
cometh wherein no man can work; help me to work 
Thy works ere the day of salvation be for ever spent 
and gone/ Then, as before, ask help not only for 
yourself but for others, pray God to help and relieve 
all in pain and trouble to-night, all friends — and your 
enemies, if you have any — ' keep us all in perpetual 
safety and give prosperity to my dear native land, 
bless all my fellow-countrymen wherever they may be.' 
And then end as in the morning with thanksgiving.. 
' Blessed be the Lord daily, even the God who helpeth 
us, and poureth His benefits upon us/ Yes: vary 
our private prayers as we may, they must ever give 
expression to these three things : 'confession of wrong/' 
•cry for help for self and others,' and 'thanksgiving/ 
Experience of life will teach you to enlarge them, and 
in deepened devotion to pray for this or that par- 
ticular grace, or more fully to ask God's aid for the 
special needs of His Church and its various members, 
for your country, or for your kindred ; but still even 
then, these are the three cardinal lines round which, 
all your prayers must ever build themselves up. 
And if you did this : if you prayed thus steadily 
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and thoughtfully, quietly and reverently with concen- 
trated effort for a few minutes night and morning, 
■could you fail to be happier and better? I am sure 
you could not As surely as the sun will warm us if 
we stand in the sun, so will the Giver of light and life 
to the soul pour His spirit of life into us : even as we 
pray, we become changed into His image. So much 
for what you should do in your private prayers. I 
say nothing now of public or united prayer, beyond 
reminding such of you as are looking forward to 
Confirmation, of that Holiest of all Holy things you 
are trying to prepare for, namely, Holy Communion. 
That is the highest form of all Prayer, whether public 
or private, when we verily plead Christ's sacrifice to 
God. Then we realize the actual Presence of our 
dear Lord, of His union with us, of our common 
brotherhood in Him. In those quiet moments — (you 
will know them soon) — when in the Communion 
Service all around is hushed and still in almost 
oppressive silence, and you go up to the altar to take 
His Body and Blood given for you, or when you 
kneel in your own place just before or after receiving, 
then, then is the most potent time for fervent prayer. 
Such moments more than any others send the life- 
blood through the whole being, and set the Christian 
forward in a brave rejoicing spirit to his duty, either 



Digitized by Google 



PRAYER. 



93 



to do or suffer, as His heavenly Lord shall order for 
him. At such, the saddest yet the sweetest, the most 
earnest, the most solemn hours, there are ministered 
by God's grace to every thirsty and weary soul 
draughts of spiritual life, drawn from the living wells 
of God's love. May you know it for yourselves soon 
so in truth to be. 

2. Briefly, — in conclusion, why may we thus con- 
fidently draw near in prayer to God for help ? Be- 
cause then He is our Father and we are His children? 
He is a Father and will set us no task which we are 
unable to fulfil. Because He is a Father, He will 
help you to fulfil your task : your station and callings 
is His Will, and because it is a Father's will it is a 
good will And the Judge of your work — He is no 
stern taskmaster, no unfeeling tyrant, but Jesus Christy 
your Lord, who died for you upon the cross. He 
knows what is in man : He can be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities. Because God the Father 
has promised, ' Call upon me in the day of trouble, I 
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.' Because 
God the Son hath taught us how to pray both by 
word and example, and because God the Holy Spirit 
Himself helpeth our infirmities and maketh inter- 
cession for us. Yes : God bids us pray, because it 
will bring blessings : blessings to every soul of man 



Digitized by Google 



94 



PRAYER. 



who desires to be good and true, and to arise and 
repent and work righteousness : because He would 
satisfy every aspiration that lias ever gone up from 
the heart of man or boy after what is bright, what is 
generous and kind, what is just and truthful, what is 
loving, what is pure : and because He can and will 
help those forward who pray to Him as none other 
can. * Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to 
you.' Every step gained in the path of virtue and of 
duty, every evil subdued, every grace practised, helps 
prayer, helps us in the doing of His will. Let us keep 
that Will before us day and night, as the firm aim and 
steadfast purpose of our lives : let us pray for forgive- 
ness of our failures in acting up to it: and for help 
to do so better as the years run on. So now and 
hereafter we may pray in spirit and in truth, i Pre- 
serve me, O Lord, for in Thee do I put my trust' 
This above all we may do because Christ Himself 
hath said, ' Ask and it shall be given you : seek and 
ye shall find ; knock and it shall be cr>ened unto 
you ; for every one that asketh receiveth: and he that 
seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh it shall 
be opened' 
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Third Sunday in Advent, December 15, 1878. 

Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul. — Heb. vi. 19. 

We do not know for certain who it was who wrote 
this Epistle to the Hebrews : perhaps it may have 
been Apollos, perhaps S. Luke : but whoever it was, 
he wrote for the Jewish Christians, who were at the 
time being terribly tempted under severe persecu- 
tions to give up Christianity and go back to their 
old religion, to Judaism. 

So the one main argument which runs throughout 
the whole Epistle (amid the intricacy of its symbo- 
lical and allegorical teaching, which to some of you 
may appear rather strange) is intended to shew that 
the Jewish religion contained of old imperfectly that 
which had since come to perfection in Christianity. 
As the author lingers in memory over the Law, the 
Sacrifices, the Priests, the whole round of Temple 
services and ordinances, it is that he may point out 
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that each and all were the shadow cast before by the 
coming event of Christianity : that was the reality, of 
which the other was but the reflexion. But so true a 
Hebrew was the author still in feeling, that though he 
is absorbed in contemplation of the surpassing glory 
of Christ and His teaching so fully, that at one mo- 
ment Judaism, with its world old patriarchal tradi- 
tions, its zeal, its Temple, with its mysterious cere- 
monies and soothing strains, seems 'decaying and 
waxing old and ready to vanish away,' yet it is only 
that at the next moment he may behold the whole 
transfused with a new glory, snatched up into the 
Heavens, and radiant there as 'a city heavenly,' 'not 
made with hands/ This, then, is the image which he 
presents to the Hebrew Christians, during the fierce- 
ness of the persecution they were enduring just before 
the fall of Jerusalem : when the hard treatment they 
were receiving at the hands of their fellow-countrymen 
tended to make them weak in faith, and even in 
danger of leaving Christ and going back to the old 
religion, that old religion they had loved so well. 
The Jew said to them, 1 Leave Christ, He has left you 
and gone you know not where ; come back then to 
the old religion and your old friends, and be one 
with us again.' The writer of this Epistle says, * No ! 
endure persecution and cling to Christ: that old 
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religion is but the shadow of the new : your new faith 
giyes you Christ, and in Him ' you have all you seek, 
and more than all your fathers knew— one greater 
than Moses, more potent than the High Priest, or 
any other intercessor. Having Him, hold fast to 
Him with full assurance of hope unto the end : 
moored with that anchor of hope cast into the unseen 
future, ride out the storm, patient under present and 
prepared for coming tribulatioa In the words of the 
text, ' We have a strong consolation, who have fled 
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us; 
which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both 
sure and steadfast, which entereth into that within the 
veil, whither the forerunner is for us entered, even 
Jesus.' Drift not away from Christ then, he would 
say, but hold fast to your hope in Him as by the 
anchor of your souls. 

Now it is for some thoughts concerning this hope 
that I ask your attention this evening. I will divide 
what I have to say under two heads: first, as to the 
general effects of hope ; and, secondly, the particular 
effects of hope in Christ, as the anchor of the human 
soul amid trials and difficulties. 

# 

I, The general effects of hope you all know well ; 
for in boyhood and in youth hope is pre-eminently 
at its strongest, both for good and for evil. Nothing 

H 
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is more striking, in watching the growth of your im- 
mature faculties, than the enormous disproportion 
between your secret wishes and your real powers ; 
between what you hope the future may have in store 
for you, and* your real destiny. What is there a boy 
will not hope that the future may bring him ? On the 
other hand, what well-proportioned hopes, indulged on 
his behalf by his parents and friends, will not a boy 
disappoint and ruin? 

Look back for one or two short years, recall in 
memory what effect hope has ere this wrought in each 
of your hearts. Whether you joined more recently, 
or whether you are just leaving us, you can remember 
perhaps when, either at school or home, you were 
preparing for your entrance examination, and how 
the hope of passing, more or less assured, led you to 
exert yourselves : and the day when you received your 
order from the Admiralty to join this ship, as you 
read it, what hopes came dimly into shape before 
your minds : and on the first day you came down 
here, when all that now you have grown used to 
seemed so strange, you hoped you would like the 
place and be happy, you hoped you would not have 
to do this, or you hoped you would escape .that ; 
in a thousand ways young hopes were fluttering up 
within your breast : — and all through your course here 
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Hope ever holds you in his sway. Each term he sets 
up something fresh before you, either at your studies 
or your games, to lure you whether to evil or to good ; 
and even now is he not more than usually busy with 
you, as some are hoping that in this present examina- 
tion they may keep the place they won in class last 
term, and others hoping they may recover the place 
they lost ; others, again, hoping that they may just 
manage to pass ; nearly all hoping day by day, before 
«ach paper is given out, that it may be one they will be 
able to manage well; and are not, again, others about 
to leave us, hoping they may be appointed to such and 
such a ship, or sail with such and such a friend they 
know? Of some of these hopes we may say they 
act as anchors of the soul Whenever they hold you 
fast to a good determination, and so enable you to 
bear up against a current of difficulties that else would 
-sweep you away, they serve as anchors. But we may 
not say this of all or many of them. There are vain 
hopes and foolish hopes, of which it may be said that 
they rather serve to buoy you up as floats for a time on 
the top of the waves, and then, collapsing suddenly, 
leave you helpless. Even as Cardinal Wolsey, in 
Shakespeare's play of ' Henry VIII.,' is represented as 
saying — 

H 2 
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I have ventured like those that swim on bladders 

This many summers in a sea of glory, 

But far beyond my depth ... 

But they at length broke under me, and now 

Have left me to the mercy of a rude stream, 

That must for ever hide me ; 

And when I fall, I fall, like Lucifer, 

Never to rise again. 

There are also, besides these empty buoyant hopes, 
others, even groundless hopes, that may indeed serve 
for a time, a short time, to hold you steady in the midst 
of much danger or trial, but which, when the full flood- 
tide of temptation sets strong upon you, you find are 
of no service. It is not every anchor that holds, 
since it may be either faulty in itself, or the bottom it 
'is cast upon may be no good holding ground; and 
so, while you dream in a vain confidence that you are 
riding in safety, you may be surprised to find you are 
dragging the anchor and drifting away. For nothing 
is easier than to say ' I hope/ or to persuade yourself 
into hoping, that all is for the best. He that is lazy 
and neglectful of his duty in preparing his task, will 
still hope that when he goes into study it may be all 
well with him ; he hopes he will not be put on, he 
hopes to escape the question coming to him that will 
expose his ignorance and test whether he knows his 
lesson or not And when you ask such a one when 
you meet him, * how he is getting on,' he will answer 
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that 'he hopes all right,' although his conscience will 
often tell him in a quiet comer that all is not right 
And even of the best of you, how many of your fairest 
hopes are doomed to be shattered and disappointed, 
or shown to be groundless ! How often is the self- 
confidence you feel in your own powers shewn to be 
vain when they are measured against those of others, 
or put to the test under the strain of circumstances 
you forgot to take into calculation ! How often is 
the answer 'I hope not,' which you gave when warned 
of some difficulty that would inevitably overtake you, 
4oomed to be proved idle, when the ill you hoped was 
still at a distance proves to be near, even full upon 
you, and finds you unprepared ! 

Now even though all this be so, though hopeful- 
ness be many times deceitful, yet nevertheless truly 
the hopeful boy is better than the hopeless and de- 
spondent, who takes everything that befalls him as 
a matter of course, and goes about his dull, mono- 
tonous, heavy round, unmoved, unstirred by any 
bright expectation of what the future holds in treasure 
for him ; or who, at every venture set before him, 
when bidden to go and do his best is ready to exclaim, 
4 It is useless, I can't ; I have no power, there is no 
hope for me !' Contrast his feebleness of purpose, as 
he is borne hither and thither, the sport of every wind of 
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chance, with the strength of the sanguine in tempera- 
ment whom nothing can daunt — no discouragement, 
no disappointment, no failure ; such an one seems to- 
rise to every wave of fortune that meets him ; he is 
buffeted, but securely anchored hope holds him fast to 
firm persistency of effort. He is, indeed, like a ship- 
at anchor, which, without moving from her anchorage, 
always swings round to turn its breast to the tide- 
So, then, do you wish to know how you may test the 
hope you are conscious of within you, as to whether 
it be merely a buoyant float, or whether it be as a 
strong anchor? Why, test it as you test all other 
emotions and feelings of the soul ; are they active or 
only passive? When you indulge the feeling of hope 
does it make you better, or does it leave you just as 
it found you, even if it do not leave you still less able 
to exert yourself? All good feelings are useful, and 
only so far useful, when put forth into action ; the 
very best, the very highest, feelings and emotions- 
become hurtful if they are only passively indulged,, 
and if they never pass into acts. So, too, is it of Hope. 
If you wish to test its real worth and find out whether 
it is acting as a real anchor to hold you firm against 
the current of difficulty and danger, or whether it is- 
merely a pretty float that helps you to drift away idly 
on the surface of the stream of time, ask yourself, 
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Does my hope help me to bear up under labour; 
does it give me any staying power? 

II. Passing on from the general view of hope to 
the more particular aspect of it presented in the text, 
we come now to think of hope as one of the three 
pre-eminent Christian graces that are ever linked 
together — Faith, Hope, Charity. Of these virtues we 
are told the greatest is charity, or love. The other 
two pass into each other, for faith seems to me but 
a more vigorous form of hope; faith is hope in- 
tensified, 'the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.' And S. Paul, who, 
more than any other ever loved to dwell on the 
saving power of faith, yet goes so far as to say in his 
Epistle to the Romans (viii. 24), * We are saved by 
hope/ Yes, laying hold of the future in the midst 
of the present; laying hold of the unseen in the midst 
of the seen, and staying the soul thereon in hope ; it 
is this which marks the true disciple of Christ, of one 
who walks by faith and not by sight. Now as the 
virtues of faith and hope are thus closely connected 
till they almost become one, so is it, too, of their 
symbols. The cross, as you know, is the symbol of 
"faith ; the anchor, of hope ; and in the anchor the 
shank and the stock between them make the sign of 
the cross — that sign we love because it tells of so 
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much love, and on the form of which we behold, as 
before our mind's eye, the figure of one whose death 
is our Hope, as He hangs with arms extended to 
welcome you to Himself. Well, then, as daily and 
hourly, stamped on so many objects around you, there 
meets your view the crowned anchor, the badge of 
England's navy, regard it as the symbol of faith and 
hope united What fitter reminder can you have 
from time to time of that which should be the 
anchor of the human soul? And it may be par- 
ticularly useful for you so to think of it, for a boy's 
chief temptation is heedlessness; the root of nearly 
all your wrong-doings is carelessness — a habit of 
letting things drift \ but the fixedness of purpose that 
comes from holding fast by this anchor amidst the 
daily trials that harass and beset you on the waves 
of this troublesome world, this, as Scripture tells us, 
is the victory that overcometh the world And in 
another place we read, « Every one that hath this hope 
in him purifieth himself even as God is pure.' This 
symbol of the crowned anchor, then, may be a constant 
memorial to you of the power of faith and hope 
combined, which both in hard trials and in small 
ones ever supports the disciple of Christ by bring- 
ing within his reach all the strength of his Master. 
United to Him, holding fast by Him, what need 
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you dread ? His strength thus becomes your 
strength. 

No doubt we see the virtues of faith and hope 
most plainly in the great crises of life ; but we also 
see them in small things as well To resist some 
trivial temptation ; to tell the truth exactly and accu- 
rately when fear or nervousness has almost betrayed 
the tongue into falsehood; to turn away the eyes 
from what might provoke a wrong thought ; to fasten 
the attention down by force to some unpleasant 
labour because it is a duty ; to oppose a steadfast 
resistance to a frequently recurring inclination to evil, 
and not to be wearied out even when the inclination 
seems never to be completely killed — this fixedness 
of purpose, this holding fast by the anchor of our 
souls, is the spirit of all true religion ; this tends ever 
to the forming in us of Christ 'the hope of glory,' 
as throughout our daily life it secretly influences 
our works, and deeds, and thoughts towards each 
other in cheerful kindnesses and ready unselfishness, 
and towards God in purity and truthfulness ; until it 
gradually produces a calm, firm, pure character, knit 
to our Redeemer by the hidden bonds of hope and 
love, at peace with God, and master of itself. 

S. Paul, when writing to the Thessalonians (1 
v« 8), bids them take as a helmet the hope of salvation. 
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Though the image is different there from the one 
used in our text, yet the office of both the helmet, 
and the anchor, and of hope is in one way the same. 
The helmet is to defend the head, to guard the seat 
of purpose and of will when buffeted of evil ; and the 
anchor serves also to keep the ship firm and steadfast 
when buffeted likewise. For, do not misunderstand,, 
holding fast by hope's anchor will not guarantee you 
against faults by any means, will not save you all 
encounters with the tide-stream of many temptations, 
nor will it make your life always easy and happy. 
Nor will hope prevent you from feeling depressed 
sometimes and down-hearted ; nor will it clear your 
brain always and shew you what is the right thing to 
do ; nor will it give you, without any reading or 
thinking of your own, the teaching of the Gospel ; 
but what it will do is, that it will bind you to the truth 
and to God as nothing else can. 1 For this cause,' says- 
the Apostle, ' we glory in tribulations, also knowing 
that tribulation worketh patience, and patience ex- 
perience, and experience hope; and hope maketh* 
not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts/ This is it, indeed, which enables a. 
man to say with S. Paul, * I know in whom I have 
hoped, and that He is able to keep that which I have 
trusted to Him until that day.' We know not hov 
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long it may be before the sense of struggle with our- 
selves shall pass away \ how soon the storms of life 
shall cease to buffet us at our anchorage. But sooner 
or later we know that we shall win if we hold fast our 
hope, for Christ has promised, and we believe His 
word. 

So, then, the heart that holds fast lovingly and 
hopefully to God falls sometimes, but always repents ; 
is unhappy sometimes, but is sure to be soon cheered ; 
is perplexed sometimes and makes mistakes, perhaps 
grievous mistakes, but when it sees them it corrects 
them at once. Above all, if ever for a time it loses 
sight of God it is sure to be recalled sooner or later 
by that secret cord which has once fastened it to its 
Father and Redeemer ; for the love of God is a cable 
which nothing ever breaks. 

And now, on the last Sunday evening of another 
term, it is well we should pause one instant longer, and 
calming for a moment the excitability of your natures 
that always more than ever now stand on tiptoe of 
expectant hope, as some are about to depart to the 
pleasures of their Christmas leave, others about to 
quit us never to return — it is well, I say, to pause, 
and put one or two questions to your consciences. 

First, you juniors of the first and second terms, 
how is it with your hopes? Have you all so far 
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justified the hopes that have been formed of you by 
your parents or by others? Have we not seen too 
many of you, and too often, on the middle deck, 
or at ' stand-up 1 at night, or at extra drills, or 
neglecting to put forth all your strength at this or 
that study or instruction, or at games, or in the gym- 
nasium ? Have we not seen some of you — many of 
you — drifting thus into bad, idle, careless ways — some 
of you of whom we hoped better things ; aye, and* 
would even still fain hope them. Another term is' 
now ended ; is the next to be a better one than this 
has been for you ? 

It will not be, however much you may hope it, 
unless you resolutely determine to stand fast against 
the stream of old habits. I pray you very earnestly, 
and you, and you, to make up your minds now to be 
firm, to be resolute ; to face the difficulty of holding 
on steadfastly to the anchor of your souls now while 
there is time, before your little boat has been swept 
away past the harbour's mouth far out to sea, whence 
your puny arms will not be strong enough to row or 
guide it back. 

And you of the present third term — what about 
hope for you ? Upon you our hopes do in a measure 
concentrate themselves : in a very few days more you 
will be our fourth term ; and, as you are well aware, it is 
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in your third and fourth terms here that your characters 
develope themselves more, perhaps, even than in the 
earlier terms. As I speak, I ask each of you to think 
about himself, and not about his neighbour : I ask 
each of you in his own conscience, does he hope, or 
intend, when he comes back next term, to strive to be 
all he ought to be during that his last term here, 
and to take all advantage of the few remaining 
months of his stay on board ? May we hope of you, 
especially, that next term you will seta good example 
in all things fair and honourable to the younger 
cadets ; that you will spurn from amongst you every 
tendency to wanton annoyance of the younger ones : 
that you will scout from your midst all things base, 
and coarse, and impure, and rough, and heedless, 
and negligent : that you will disappoint any expect- 
ation we may have almost been driven to cherish 
regarding the destined failure of some of you : that 
you will fulfil each the hope we have of you, in industry, 
in obedience, in discipline, in all things manly, and 
upright, and good? 

Lastly, you others who are about to go hence 
from amongst us. Oh, how huge a place in your 
imaginations does hope at this moment hold ! You 
pass away from us as seniors : here you have been 
lately more or less looked up to, but now in the sea- 
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going ships to which you will be so shortly appointed 
you will occupy the junior places. Just at first, 
perhaps, your life at sea will seem to you in some of 
its aspects more strange even than the life of this 
place seemed to you when ' news.' But very soon 
this strangeness will wear off ; new duties, new 
pleasures, new friends, alas ! new evils and new tempt- 
ations, will surround you. And then the question 
for you (which must be answered) will be, Will you 
stand firm for God and duty, or will you drift away 
therefrom in helpless negligence ? 

The amount of temptation you will be exposed to 
depends of course very much on who may happen to 
be the senior members of your mess. If they be 
strong of character, and worthy of their position, a 
good tone will prevail more or less among the r^6t. 
But whether your lot be cast among such or not, 
what you especially at first are to take care of is, 
that you, for your parts, do not loosen your hold on 
the anchor of your souls, through the allurements 
of popularity, or the lusts of the flesh, or the wiles of 
the devil When, then, any temptation to what you 
know in your conscience to be wrong comes upon 
you either in the gun-room, or when you are ashore 
from your ship, do not think it a trifle, and that by 
yielding to it once you will just see what it is like, 
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just for once, once only, try how you like it, and 
think that no great ill can come from so doing. 
Take heed, be watchful ; this is the first letting go of 
your hold Resist the very beginnings of evil, avoid 
■every place of temptation, never despise little things, 
or you will be drawn away unawares by little and little, 
till you are swept along from the thought to the wish, 
from the wish to the word, from the word to the act ; 
swept along from the act to the habit, frivolous, weak, 
thoughtless, dissolute. 

No, rather stand firm from the first : resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you. Thousands of men 
-and women have mastered their desires of evil that 
sfeem at first so strong, and why should not you do 
so too? Resist the evil; resist the foul fiend bent on 
your destruction, and he will flee from you. Have 
simple courage to be what you ought to be; and you 
will be surprised how God will help you to put evil to 
flight And that you may feel that you have God on 
your side, never omit your prayers to Him : always 
kneel by your chest to say your prayer morning and 
evening. It may be the custom among your comrades 
in the ship you join to do so, or it may, perhaps, not 
But, whichever be the case, you do it It is known to 
be the custom here ; and, therefore, although you may 
perchance be almost the only one that does it there, 
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it will not at first seem odd to the others, for thejr 
will think you are merely keeping up your old 
Britannia habit If you forget all else I say to you, 
oh, remember this — never neglect that kneeling by 
your chest for prayer ! Let not the hurry with which 
you will often turn out in the morning lead you to 
omit it : let not the haste you will often feel to turn 
in at night when weary from the watch on deck, lead 
you to omit it, or think it a small thing, or to fancy 
that you will say your prayers to yourself as yoij lie 
in your hainmock instead. No ! kneel : and, as you 
kneel, strive that your prayer be not dull, and mute^ 
and heavy, nor be filled with wandering, often guilty, 
fancies; but put up an earnest, reverent, hopeful 
prayer to your Father in heaven, through Christ, your 
Lord. One good effect of so doing will be that you 
will feel that you are thus, in the eyes of men, pro- 
fessing your allegiance to God, and hereafter any 
unworthy act of which you may be guilty will not 
only be disgraceful to yourself, but will also give 
occasion to the watchful enemies of good to sneer at 
your frailty. This thought will often nerve you to 
resist temptation, Hold fast, then, to this anchor : if 
you find you are letting slip this habit, that you omit 
to do it once, or twice, or oftener, then be sure all is 
not going well with you. 
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And may the God of Hope keep you each in 
safety through whatever difficulties are in store for 
you, whether outward affliction or inward perplexity t 
So may He give you grace to behold Him ever 
present and at your right hand, so that you may 
never be moved, but do all things heartily as unto 
Him ! and may you live through all, stayed firm on 
Him alone, * holding fast the profession of your hope ' 
— that hopeful profession you made here this very 
morning before the altar of God, as you knelt and 
received the bread and wine in your first Communion, 
4 holding fast that profession of your hope firm unto 
the end ! ' 
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Sexagesima Sunday, February 16, 1879. 

So the Spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and Iwent in bitter- 
ness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the Lord was 
strong upon me, — Ezekiel Hi. 14. 

Above the far-off horizon of old Jewish history, above 
many other smaller personalities that remain of neces- 
sity in that dim distance more or less obscure to us, 
there yet arise, and stand before our gaze, clear and 
distinct, the forms of the three greatest of * the goodly 
fellowship of the prophets,' Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
— each severally different from the other two, as to the 
time in which he lived, as to his character, as to his 
work : each, however, alike in this, that he may serve 
as an embodiment of the virtue of Self-control, which 
is the subject of my sermon to you this morning. 

Each of the three lived at different times and amid 
different surroundings : Isaiah in the golden age of 
Jewish prosperity ; Jeremiah in the last days of the 
monarchy, when the thick clouds of darkness and of 
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the Captivity were fast settling down over his people 
and his land; Ezekiel amongst the slave-bands of 
exiled Jews far away over the desert by the streams of 
€hebar. 

The characters of the three, again, were wholly 
different. Isaiah the courtly — perhaps even of royal 
birth, married and with a family of children growing 
nip around him — we see moving as a statesman with 
firm tread amid the rulers of the land, and boldly 
rebuking where rebuke to him seemed due ; Jeremiah, 
self-distrustful and melancholy, leading a solitary life 
without wife or children, oftener in the dungeon than 
in the palace, betrayed by his own kinsmen, mocked 
and taunted of his friends, haunted too and harassed 
by inner doubts and spiritual trials, with an intense 
consciousness of his own weakness and a spirit easily 
bowed down amid difficulties and distress, his life a 
failure and his name a by- word ; Ezekiel, on the con- 
trary, stands up before us quite otherwise, of hard, 
unbending nature, with an unflinching, stern spirit of 
boldness, as ' a brazen wall ' and as ' an iron pillar/ 
moulded in the furnace of affliction, with * a forehead 
of adamant, harder than flint/ unwavering in his 
obedience, and cheerfully enduring any deprivation 
or misery. 

And as the three were thus diverse each from 
I 2 
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Other in fc their character and their surroundings, so r 
too, both in the matter and in the manner, was the 
prophetic message borne by each distinct Isaiah, in 
words of ever well-sustained dignity and beauty, as he 
walks amid the gardens and the strong fortifications 
of Jerusalem in her glory, and looks forth on the 
castle forts of the nobles rising proudly over all the 
country, speaks to a king and to a people lifted up by 
military success over the neighbouring nations — even 
by the recent repulse of the dreaded Sennacherib — 
and bids them then, when prosperity, and wealth, and 
ease were tending wholly to engross men's minds, and 
draw them off from simple confidence in God, bids 
them beware of the bribery and corruption in the 
administration of justice, of the greed for large pos- 
sessions of land, and of all the other festering moral 
ills which his eye detected on the increase beneath 
this outward glitter of success. There, as on a calm 
and sunny height, stands Isaiah and bears his witness. 
'These things are all nought in themselves.' 'The 
loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the 
haughtiness of men shall be made low, and the Lord 
alone shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is 
holy shall be sanctified in righteousness.' ' Trust ye 
in the Lord for ever, and in Him alone, for in the 
Eternal Life-Giver is everlasting strength. ' 
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The message of Jeremiah, on the other hand, was 
-delivered amid the cruelties and idolatries of Manasseh. 
The northern kingdom of Israel had already gone 
into captivity, the turn of Judah had nearly come ; 
and the substance of his message was, i Yield to these 
oncoming Chaldeans ; resist not the king of Babylon ; 
lie is God's servant and is doing His work; bend 
before the storm, even welcome its fury ; by sweeping 
tribulation will ye only be swept clean and be 
purified from all your ills.' Then, even in the darkest 
depths of misery, he sings in strains of elegiac tender- 
ness, * Sink not down in utter despair, cast not away 
-all faith in God and all hope for the future.' ' Be 
not afraid of their faces, for I am with thee to deliver 
thee, saith the Lord.' ' These may fight against thee, 
but they shall not prevail against thee, for I am with 
thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord.' ' I am merciful, 
.saith the Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever.' 
'Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye 
shall be my people ; ' and ' It shall be well with you,' 
and ' Ye shall yet return unto the land I gave unto 
your fathers.* 

Lastly Ezekiel, in quite another and third sort of 
fashion, in strange visions, symbolical actions, in 
parables and enigmas, and in weird allegories, all 
aglow with indignation amid the hopeless gloom of the 
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Captivity, pours forth words as of a consuming fire* 
bidding those exiled captives in a foreign land not to- 
be overpowered by the present, but to live on in hope 
of the future ; if they would only do right, is the sub- 
stance of his message, — if they would only do right, all 
should yet be well * When the wicked man turneth. 
away from the wickedness that he hath committed, he 
shall save his soul alive.' 

In time, then, in character, in manner of message* 
were these three great prophets distinctly different \. 
but surely the burden of the prophetic strain of each 
was in one thing at all events the same. The duty of 
self-control in whatever fortune, or in whatever situa- 
tion a man may find himself, the duty of holding 
himself superior to the passing moment, in self-mastery 
of his mind and of his heart, is the same clear note 
which one seems to trace underlying the variety of 
their several utterances. The first, the second, and 
the third, alike by his example and. by his direct 
teaching, seems to say, ' Control thyself.' 

By his example ; for each in turn, when the first 
promptings of God's Spirit moved within him to 
become a prophet of the Lord, was inclined to resist 
that call ; even as Moses, and as Elijah, and as- 
Amos, and many another, was inclined to doubt his 
ability for the high calling and burden laid upon him; 
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but each in turn rose superior to the temptation, each 
by the strength of God controlled himself, and stands 
to us as an example therein of like self-controL And 
the spirit of their teaching is at one in this also. ' In 
all time of our wealth/ Isaiah bids to self-control. 
Be not carried away by success : if riches increase, set 
not your heart upon them. ' In all time of our tribu- 
lation,' Jeremiah bids to self-controL Lay aside all 
natural fear and timidity, and endure, if need be, a 
lifelong martyrdom that we may be purified thereby. 
? Even in the hour of death and in the day of judg- 
ment,' Ezekiel bids to self-control. Rise firm and 
undaunted to meet whatever fate of life or death 
God's hand may have in store for us. 

But, leaving those two older prophets, let us now 
concern ourselves more especially with the words 
which I have quoted as my text from the third : ' So 
the Spirit lifted me up and. took me away, and I 
went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit ; but the 
hand of the Lord was strong upon me.' They are 
the closing words of the account of that vision of the 
living creatures which Ezekiel gives in the first two 
chapters of his book ; where he describes how he saw 
the 'whirlwind out of the north' and a fire as of 
amber colour in the midst of it, and out of it the like- 
ness of four living creatures, each having four faces — 
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one of a man, another of a lion, another of a bull, and 
another of an eagle — each, too, having four wings, while 
the hoofs of their feet sparkled like burnished brass ; 
and how, when they went, he heard the sound of the 
beating and whirring of their wings like the noise 
of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty. That 
voice it was that bade him stand on his feet and not 
be dismayed, but to be as an adamant harder than 
flint in the face of all opposition and difficulty. Now 
the imagery of this vision is taken from what Ezekiel 
had often gazed upon when wandering in the vast 
halls of the Assyrian palaces, where the gateways 
are guarded by the human-headed bulls and the 
eagle-headed lions — the lion strongest among wild 
animals, the ox strongest of tame beasts, the eagle 
strongest of birds, man supreme over all nature — those 
symbols of human dignity and superhuman strength, 
which some of you may have seen in the British 
Museum. These were the very forms which Ezekiel 
saw; amidst these signs all around him of the power 
of the mighty empire to which the Jews were now 
enslaved, he lived : he lived absorbed in the vision of 
the things that were to be for the righteous, for those 
who were true to God and self-controlled, with hearts 
that refused to be dismayed. And as he beheld with 
his outward eyes these strange forms, and those others 
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sculptured over the portals of his lord's palace, of the 
:globe of amber fire surrounded with the rainbow 
brightness, as the throne of the Deity in the sapphire 
fclue of heaven, they stood to him as symbols of that 
Life that breathes in the utmost variety of these 
strange shapes, in heaven above, in fire or air, or the 
myriad creatures of the universe below. It was this 
Spirit — the Spirit of God's life and vigour — of which 
lie wrote, that ' it lifted me up and took me away, and 
I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the 
hand of the Lord was strong upon me.' 

If we strip off the outward form and the imagery 
in which he clothes his words, and penetrate to the 
inner kernel of the meaning of the prophet, do not 
be surprised if you find that his* experience is similar 
to that with which many, if not every one, of us are 
familiar. May not God's Spirit be said to * lift you 
up 1 when you are drawn upwards sometimes to good 
thoughts and desires of better things, and of a nobler 
life than too many of us daily lead; and then, when we 
feel at first disinclined to listen to or obey these prompt- 
ings of God's Spirit in our conscience, do we not too, 
as the prophet, * go in bitterness and heat of spirit/ 
uneasy, disturbed, dissatisfied with ourselves, not wish- 
ing wholly to reject the impulse of God's Spirit, not 
willing wholly to accept it? Well is it then if also we 
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can feel, as Ezekiel says he felt, that * the hand of the 
Lord is strong upon us ' : if we feel that God gives us- 
the strength of persistency in the right path, gives us 
strength to stand firm, gives us a divine self-control 
to battle with our wayward impulses, and to rise, on 
the ruin of our dead selves, to higher things. 

Now this self-compulsion, this persistency of effort* 
this self-mastery taught by the prophets, is an excellency 
which S. Paul, too, sets frequently before us in his 
Epistles as the very crown of all manly virtues. And he 
has a special word for this special Christian grace, which 
in our English Bibles is translated ' sobermindedness ; r 
but the original means a good deal more than that. 
It means 'self-control;' not only the struggle to keep 
down wrong impulses, *but the habit formed so as to 
have become an ever-ready instinct : the word literally 
means ' moderation, temperance, integrity, soundness, 
in which consists the preservation, the safety of the 
mind' And the contrary and opposite to it is ' self- 
indulgence, wilfulness, intemperance, excess, which is 
the destruction of all nobleness, of all wisdom, of all 
life, till it ends in the very dissolution of the immortal 
soul.' And this opposite, S. Paul calls in some 
passages ' looseness of mind ; ' in others ' absence of 
self-restraint ; ' and he says it is ' a condition that can- 
not be saved;' because in one direction * it makes the 
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soul soft and vulnerable, in another headstrong and 
profligate ; in both cases loose, wandering, unapt for 
noble efforts, enslaved by base principles, preferring 
the senses to the spirit, the appetite to the reason, the 
death of sin to the life of God.' Self-control, then, is 
the very reverse of all this. Its beginning is as de- 
scribed in our text when the Spirit of God ' lifts you up r 
in heart and mind to some higher and better thought 
or wish than usual, and 'carries you away' for a 
moment from lower and baser desires : and then the 
next step is when this good thought is followed by a 
resolve, and you go, even it may be as the prophet 
went, 'in bitterness, in the heat of your spirit,' to 
carry out this resolve by an action; until you feel, as 
he felt, that * the hand of God is strong upon you/ 
and so the action is matured into a habit, and the 
habit becomes the instinct of Christian self-control — 
the essence of all human strength, the firmness which 
cannot be shaken by caprices of inclination, by im- 
pulses and whims, by temptations, by weariness or 
languor, by love of variety, but which holds definitely 
to the purpose fixed. Yes, self-control is the found- 
ation of all noble dispositions : it is the bridle of 
passion ; it is the sovereignty of law and duty; in one 
word, it is the life of God in the soul of man. 

And as I speak of this virtue in these terms, do 
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not be tempted to think that it is something all too 
fine and high or out-of-the-way to concern each of you 
who are sitting here before me this Sunday morning. 
It concerns each of you as much as it did those 
prophets of old, or the great Apostle himself. For 
in the heart of each single boy of you, reason and 
temptation, duty and impulse, right and wrong are 
«ver striving together for the mastery. Let each one 
ask himself solemnly in the sight of God which it is 
he daily controls, to which it is he is daily giving the 
victory. So as I now ask you to recall to your minds 
one or two only of the ways in which in your daily 
life here you may strive after the acquisition of this 
high virtue, and as I remind you of some of your feel- 
ings and weaknesses, do not treat the matter lightly, 
or put it from you as of not much consequence. 
For the humblest temptations that beset you, as well 
as trifles which a boy hardly likes to make much of 
to himself, yet do affect the goodness and healthiness 
of your lives. Whatever affects your conduct is of 
importance in the eyes of Him with whom we have 
to do, and therefore is not too trifling to speak to 
you about here seriously, and as before God, on these 
the only occasions which one has for speaking words 
of counsel, or of warning, or of encouragement to you 
in a body and collectively. 
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Well, then, this self-control, the mastery over the 
wayward impulse of the moment, or over the evil 
habit, must be exercised in the three parts of our 
being — over the body, over the mind, over the soul. I 
will give you an instance or two under each head, 
wherein it seems to me that perhaps some of you may 
be tempted to be slack in self-control in the training 
of your physical, of your mental, and of your moral 
natures. First we will take such a commonplace thing 
as the wayward gratification of your bodily appetite in 
the matter of spending your pocket-money in extra 
allowances of some kind of food. Of course it is very 
natural you should do this ; and in moderation there 
is no harm whatever in it. It is impossible to draw 
any hard and fast line as to how much you should 
indulge yourselves in this particular; but still, broadly, 
one may say that when you find yourself eating only 
for the pleasure of eating, and when after your appetite 
is satisfied, you still go on merely for the pleasure 
of the thing, then you have lost self-control; then 
your lower nature is getting the mastery of you, instead 
of your having the mastery over it And certainly 
some of your number fall very far short of self-mastery 
in this matter, when they pass the most part of their 
time ashore in simply walking up to the field and 
indulging themselves in this way, and then walk down 
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again without ever joining their comrades in healthy 
games at all. When on some days this is almost their 
sole way of spending their play-hours, then I say it is 
time to warn such that this is wrong, that you are thus 
becoming slaves to your lower inclinations and are 
doing yourselves real harm by your excess, and also 
by the neglect of all proper vigorous exercise. 

It has been said that in some schools there is a 
danger just now of games being made too much of, to 
the neglect of the higher training of the mind. That 
is not the case here, at all events at the present 
time. Some of you require rather to be stimulated 
to take your proper share in them. And if it is, perhaps, 
the younger members of your body of whom this is 
true, and who require encouragement to organise each 
<iay some game for themselves on one part of the field 
while their elder comrades are playing on the other 
half; still again, on the other hand, some of the elder 
too require in their turn to be cautioned against 
yielding to the impulse of distaste that some of them 
feel to the more regular physical training they have 
now to undergo in the gymnasium. Though some of 
you may find it occasionally irksome, and may be led 
by the impulse of the moment to wish to avoid it as 
useless, yet surely you are old enough to see that it is 
enjoined upon you simply for the orderly development 
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of your bodily strength, that you may become more 
healthy and more vigorous men, and have the more 
complete self-mastery of all those physical powers 
which God has given you. When after a few years 
at sea young men revisit this scene of their earlier 
training here, there is nothing which, as a rule, they 
express more lively regret for than their neglect of the 
advantages of the regular use of the gymnasium. To 
any of you, then, who are conscious that what has been 
just said applies more or less to them, one would say 
in brief : Curb your greedy inclinations, Control your 
laziness to exertion. 

Next as to the self-control you should exercise 
over the mind. I speak not now of diligence in 
general, or of industry, or of obedience to rule, or any 
control enforced upon you in this matter by external 
discipline. I dwell rather on the voluntary self- 
control which, over and above what is exacted from 
you by those in authority, you should endeavour to 
put forth over yourselves. In study, for instance, or at 
any particular instruction, there are many little ways 
in which want of self-control may make you weaker 
than you should be, either by a too hasty slurring 
over of portions of your work, or a readiness to make 
vain excuses to yourself for the flagging of attention, 
or, it may be, a too easy self-persuasion that you either 
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know your task already ; or, on the other hand, that it 
is too hard for you to master by yourself ; or, again, a 
despising or thinking lightly in yourself of certain 
branches of out-study subjects. These may seem but 
trifles; but he that would discipline himself aright will 
be on his guard to check the impulse towards all such, 
that certainly from time to time will arise within him. 

The other point under this head of mental self- 
control that I would caution you about is the wise use 
of the cadets' library on board, that has lately been 
augmented and rearranged for your benefit. Most of 
you use it in some fashion : few, however, I fancy, get 
all the good they might from it ; and this is, in a 
measure, owing chiefly to the want of self-control 
and guidance in your reading and choice of books. It 
is, perhaps, quite natural that the novels should be the 
- class most of you take out ; when, however, you find 
that you have taken out in succession more than two 
or three novels, and are reading no other sort of 
books in your spare time either on wet days or 
Sundays, then it is time for you to think of exer- 
cising a little self-control on your fancy, and of 
restraining your inclination to go to that particular 
side of the library ; then rather take out a book 
from one of the other classes. There is a liberal 
supply down there of other interesting books provided 
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for you : there are plenty of stirring tales of adventure 
and of travel ; books again on natural history, tales 
respecting the habits of animals and birds, others con- 
nected more immediately with your own profession, 
others again on the history of our own or foreign 
countries. There is thus no lack of opportunity for 
you to build up your intelligence, if not perhaps each 
of you in all the branches I have named, still in such 
as you may have most taste for. That which I would 
caution you against is the yielding to a desultory 
habit and wayward impulse in reading. Do not 
through want of self-control neglect the opportunity of 
thus voluntarily improving your mind, an opportunity 
you will often regret in after years when you may not 
have at sea such store of books always ready for your 
service. 

Lastly, after having warned you thus about the 
self-control which it seems to me you might usefully 
in these ways put forth over your bodies and over 
your minds, and which some of you appear to be in 
danger of neglecting, I come now to speak of the self- 
restraint you should exercise over your moral nature* 
The avoidance of all those little ebullitions of temper, 
of the doing or saying deliberately anything that is 
unkind or will give wanton pain to another, the 
control of selfish impulses, so that you may be cowr- 
ie 
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teous and considerate in behaviour to all, absolutely 
fair in every, even the smallest, action or thought, the 
maintenance of a well-balanced mean between over* 
seriousness and an excess of haphazard thoughtless- 
ness, these all, one may say, are the results of moral 
self-controL But it is the need of moral self-control 
which some of you lack in not refraining from casting 
difficulties in others' ways that I would wish to enforce 
especially upon you to-day. As long as we satisfy our 
own inclinations we are so apt not to think of the 
effect the doing so will have on our friends and com- 
panions : we take our own pleasure for the moment, 
and do not realise the harm or hurt we may in that 
very act and moment be causing others. For in- 
stance, to those cadet-captains whose privilege it is to 
remain up of an evening after the rest have turned in, 
in order that you may have opportunity then to make 
up in your preparation for next day's study, or in 
reading, for any possible interruption that may have 
been perhaps sustained before through attending to 
other duties entrusted to you, — to you this quiet time 
has been granted for use, not for waste. But some of 
you, thoughtlessly perhaps, take then to amusing your- 
selves in that or the other more or less disturbing and 
noisy, boisterous manner. The want of moral self- 
control thus shewn has become, not only harmful to 
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them individually who have thus acted, but to those 
others as well, who have been led as a body to suffer 
through the thoughtless want of self-restraint in two or 
three of their number, and who during the past fort- 
night have totally forfeited all privilege thus abused 

Henceforth, then, if for no other motive yet for 
this, such as have thus offended are doubly bound, 
not only for their own sake but for that of their 
comrades, to check all such wayward impulses; they 
are bound to control with a double curb their spirits 
if they ever seem inclined thus — or in similar ways at 
other times — to break forth unduly. 

Whether it be in any of these ways I have 
mentioned, or in others, that you are called upon to 
practise self-control, it is selfishness— the love of 
ourselves, the eager passion for our own interests, 
the sinful yielding to our own desires — it is this root 
principle we have to subdue. But without distinct 
effort there can be no self-control. It is hard to resist 
the temptation to please self; oftentimes we shall 
have to go against it, as Ezekiel says he went, ' in 
bitterness and heat of spirit' If you want bodily self- 
control you must work for it ; if you want mental self- 
control you must work for it ; if you want moral self- 
control you must work for it ; if you would conquer 
your bad habits, if you would resist your besetting 
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sins, if you would save your souls from sin and hell 
and the death that cannot die, you must work for it 
And you can, if you will There is not one boy here 
to-day who, whatever his circumstances, whatever his 
temptations, whatever his character — aye, even what- 
ever his habits — there is not one here who might not 
be free, and noble, and calm, and pure, and self-con- 
trolled. And will you not try so to be ? Will wasted 
opportunities, will abused privileges, will stolen plea- 
sures taken in secret, make up to anyone for the loss 
of virtue, the loss of manliness, the loss of self-respect ? 
Oh ! rather may the Eternal Spirit of life 'lift up * 
your hearts and minds above all that is earthly, and 
sensual, and selfish ; so that you may go forth to 
meet your difficulties, and stand up to them with 
dauntless front, as Ezekiel did of old. Do this, if 
need be, even 1 in bitterness and heat of spirit/ amidst 
reproach and suspicion, and a friendship which, in the 
case of one or two of you, you may find growing colder 
day by day ; do it though your foes be those whom 
nature, or habit, or choice had once bound to you 
most closely, and you will find the ' hand of God 
strong upon you ' to heip you forward, the hand of 
that Father God who sees and hears all that is done, 
or said, or thought; who loves those that are good, and 
hates and will destroy all eviL Stronger is He that 
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is with you, than they that are against you. With the 
aid of His Holy Spirit in the present, with the gift of 
His free forgiveness for all the past, determine to be 
self-controlled in the future as in His sight, in body, 
mind, and spirit; and then, to cheer you in your efforts 
to win this priceless crown of all Christian virtues more 
*han aught else can cheer, you will hear in your inmost 
soul, above the turmoil of the present contest, the 
words of One ringing in clear, calm tones across the 
silence of the far-off dead centuries, 'If any man 
will come after Me, let him deny himself— let him 
deny himself—and take up his cross daily, and follow 
Me.' 
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sin: 

The Sunday before Easter, April 6, 1879, 
Cleanse me from my sin. — Psalm li. 2. 

This is the cry that has evermore been going up front 
earth to heaven since the day man first appeared 
upon the globe until the present time. In all ages 
and in all countries under the sun men have sought 
continually with bitter yearning to their God or Gods 
to be ' cleansed from their sin.' 

The rude forefathers of the human race in dark 
woods or far-off islands, with cruel rites and foul 
sacrifices before mysterious images and weird symbols, 
craved to appease the anger of this or that power in 
nature which as they fancied seemed to be wroth, 
with them for some — though ofttimes they scarce 
knew what— dereliction of duty. Wh<en pestilence, or 
famine, or reverse in war, or loss by reason of storm 
or earthquake, fell upon them, then they had recourse 
to their priests and soothsayers to set them free from 
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that which was to them as the effects of their iniquity, 
and to reconcile them to some deity who, offended by 
their sin, had sent such plagues upon them. And if, 
as our race became more civilised, the altars of the 
gods were reared and served with more seemly 
pomp and greater method and order, it was only to 
give utterance still evermore to the same sad lamenta- 
tion, in hope that the blood of bulls and goats or birds, 
or wine poured forth, or incense duly burnt, might 
appease the wrath of Heaven and cleanse men from 
their sin, or at least, peradventure, ease them of the 
sense of guilt. And when we behold the hecatombs 
of reeking sacrifices — sometimes of men and women, 
and even of little children tortured slowly to death 
beneath the knife or over fire by their parents, that 
their sufferings might avail to cleanse their friends or 
their nations from their sins — should we then merely 
turn away with a shudder as from one of the horrors 
of an outworn superstition, and thank God that for 
us, under the bright face of heaven, there is no 
longer in these latter days any part or share in such a 
cry ? I think we should not act over- wisely if we did. 
When we find any human instinct so ineradicable as 
this, so deep-seated, so ancient, and so widespread, 
it is vain to fancy it will wholly die out or be hushed 
to silence, as long as man is man or the heavens are 



Digitized by Google 



136 



SIN. 



higher than the earth. The way and the means in 
and by which it has expressed itself we may deplore, 
but the instinct itself will live on. As long as man 
feels his own weakness when brought face to face 
with the powers of nature or of heaven that surround 
him, so long will he crave to be set at peace with 
them, and, conscience-stricken, give utterance in one 
way or another to this cry to be 1 cleansed from his 
sin.' Nay, more, as Christianity takes up each of 
the instincts of humanity, betters them and refines 
them, to make them part of the ' perfect man ' in 
Christ, so is it even with this. In proportion as men 
attain to a truer conception of the perfection of God, 
and ill proportion as fuller revelations of what is 
required of them are made to their gradually educated 
consciences, so much the keener becomes their sense 
of sin before His unapproachable holiness, so much 
the more intense becomes their longing for spiritual 
purification, if so be that, cleansed from their sin, 
they may be ' perfect even as their Father in heaven is 
perfect' 

On this, then, the last Sunday in Lent, when we 
are about to have recalled to our notice in the coming 
week one of the most solemn memories of the Chris- 
tian world, I shall seek to speak to you on these two 
points : on sin, and on the being cleansed from sin. 
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I would try first to deepen your sense of sin, so that, 
secondly, you may — I hope intelligently— pray from 
your hearts to God in the words of the text, ' Cleanse 
me from my sin.' 

i. In our daily life here how far off from us generally 
seem any thoughts of sin at all. Even if any fault or 
shortcoming is brought home to you, how full of 
excuses are you for yourselves; how apt to fence 
with the charge; how loth to own the unwelcome 
truth that you have really done anything seriously 
wrong. This comes in a measure from the light- 
heartedness of boy's nature. We are all prone to live 
merely for the joy and pleasure of the passing moment; 
anything that interferes with that, is put on one side 
as disagreeable. As long as we can get through the 
morning, the afternoon, or the evening, hour by hour, 
without anything that jars on our feelings of things going 
on satisfactorily, or that interferes with our having our 
own ways as far as may be, we are wont to be content 
and happy, and care not at all to look beneath the sur- 
face of things. It is well then at such a season as the 
present — Passion week — to pause in our daily round 
of work and play and life here, and to dwell awhile on 
one or two sobering questions and most solemn con- 
siderations. But it is nothing unreal that is asked ot 
you, for there are few things one would shrink from 
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more than to wish you to take words upon your lip& 
stronger than your feelings warrant, or to confess to 
being miserable sinners as a matter of course. It is 
not that to which I would lead you up. You are yet 
on the threshold of life. Neither the awful dignity of 
virtue in her full majesty nor the awful woe and giant 
havoc wrought by sin and moral ill in their more 
terrible forms have yet opened upon you. The full 
brightness of the one and the fell blackness of the 
other may come to you in time with the wider teach- 
ings of history and of your own experience. Your 
consciences will grow, alike for good and for evil,, 
with your years. Nevertheless are there not even- 
now some dark stains that lie upon some of your 
lives already ? and I fear deliberately in some cases, 
not thoughtlessly, placed there. For instance, surely 
it is no small matter that, more than once within the- 
last two or three weeks, the sin of lying has been 
noticed amongst some of your number. I hope indeed 
there are but few who would stain their souls by this 
most terrible of all sins a boy can commit. Yet some 
have done so, and lest others should have a tendency 
to think lightly of this, I would warn you how heavy 
the consequences are which result from falsehood. 
It was a lie which brought sin into the world, as we 
are told in the Old Testament; it was a lie which 
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betrayed the Son of man, as we read in S. Matthew 
just now ; it was a lie that was visited with the most 
sudden and severest punishment recorded in the New 
Testament; and they are liars who are denounced in 
those words at the close of the Bible, whose echo 
must yet be ringing in your ears, as having their por- 
tion along with him whom the Divine Saviour Himself 
spoke of as the 'Father of lies.' And beyond these 
utterances of Divine wrath, how mean, how cowardly 
and dishonourable this sin is ! When trusted and put 
upon your honour, to prove false to this trust for the 
sake of some paltry pleasure, or in hope of avoiding 
some petty punishment, this is not only a sin against 
God and against yourself, but also against your fellow 
men. Some wrongs there are which it is only right 
should be but slowly forgiven, but slowly (if ever) 
forgotten. It is only right that trust once forfeited 
should be slowly (if ever) restored ; and since a lie 
shews the absence of all right feeling and all proper 
• self-respect in him who utters it, to trust such a one 
hastily again would be only to put a temptation in his 
way which he has proved himself unable to resist. 
And yet, even for such, the story of S. Peter's denial, 
which was read just now in the second lesson this 
morning, teaches us, there is hope of forgiveness if they 
are truly penitent for their sin. If anyone, then, has felt 
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the shocking dishonour and degradation thus brought 
upon himself, I am sure that he, as well as we all, 
will be sensible that for him at least these words are 
none too strong: 1 Father, I have sinned against heaven 
And before Thee, and am no more worthy to be called 
Thy son.' Oh ! cleanse me from my sin. 

But the large majority of you, I would hope 
have not been guilty of such deliberate falsehood. 
Though there are some things in your lives which, 
with a sort of uneasiness, you would fain conceal and 
keep out of sight, yet most, I trust, would endure any 
inconvenience, or even positive hurt, that might ensue 
in certain cases from adhering strictly to the truth, 
and would hold your unstained honour as your most 
precious heritage, so that nothing should ever induce 
you to tell a deliberate lie. 

Though this be so, still, nevertheless, there are 
•other tests by which, when tried, you too could not 
but be convicted of falling short of what you should 
be, and of having sinned. 

The word used for sin in the New Testament 
means a ' missing of the aim, 1 a ' failing to hit the 
mark,' a ' falling short of right purpose.' There are 
few thoughts, I fancy, that more strongly than this 
make us conscious of the sense of our moral weakness 
— when we know clearly what we ought to do, and yet 
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cannot do it ; the seeing what we ought to aim at, and 
yet failing to hit the mark. Take the seven chiet 
Christian virtues for instance — Humility, Liberality, 
Chastity, Gentleness, Temperance, Diligence, Pa- 
tience. These are aims, we all allow, that we ought 
to set before us, and that we ought to try and attain 
to. But when we pass to their opposites, the seven 
deadly sins, each the contrary of one of these virtues — 
Pride, Covetousness, Lust, Envy, Gluttony, Sloth, 
Anger, and use them as a test to examine our souls by,, 
then the sense of how far we have come short and 
missed the mark, how often we have failed even to 
keep the aim in view, is brought piercingly home to 
our consciences. 

Ponder— each for himself now — such questions as 
these under each of these seven sins; and as I suggest 
the question, do not lightly pass them by as of small 
moment, but honestly — even if but for a short time- 
before Lent is quite over, this one Sunday morning 
look inward each into his own soul. For instance, 
under Pride ask yourself, Do I think much of my- 
self, my own joys and pleasures, and not much of 
those of others ? Am I obstinate in acknowledging 
when I am wrong? Do I make false excuses to hide 
faults ? Have I despised others, or been glad when 
anyone was in trouble, or grudged praise to anyone. 
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•even though he was one I disliked, or perhaps a 
junior to myself? Am I easily offended or impa- 
tient ? 

And again, under the second (that of Covetous- 
ness) ask yourself, Have I longed for things belonging 
to another? Have I spent too much of my money 
upon myself, and not shared my pleasures sufficiently 
with others? 

Or again, under the third, Impurity, ask yourself, 
Have I given way to wrong tempers and impulses? 
Have I always hated any impure thought as the most 
loathsome thing the Devil can set before me ? 

Or under the fourth, Envy, ask yourself) Am I 
ever envious and jealous of another because he is 
better, or stronger, or more popular than I ? Have I 
ever felt a pleasure in saying something which I knew 
would gall another and annoy him ? Have I always 
made allowances for others' weaknesses, and put the 
best interpretation on their sayings and doings? 
Have I ever sought to reap the least gain by saying a 
hard word of another ? 

Or again, under the fifth and sixth, Gluttony and 
Sloth, ask yourself, Have I lived too self-indulgently 
or luxuriously? Am I too fond of comfort? Do I 
love hardness for its own sake ? Have I done my 
work imperfectly, or put off doing anything at the 
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iproper time through sloth ? Have I always exerted 
myself to the full extent of my powers, or given in 
and failed to persevere in good resolutions ? 

Or under the seventh and last, Anger, ask yourself, 
Do I give way at all to passion and to angry words ? 
Am I always ready to forgive others who offend me ? 
or am I fretful, or sullen, or peevish under disappoint- 
ment? 

I merely instance these questions out of many ' 
others which one might ask oneself, in order to try to 
.get you to stamp upon your consciences the certainty 
of how in many points you must own that you do sin — 
that is, that you fall short of the mark which you cannot 
but admit you should strive to aim at. For this is 
the one great sobering and steadying reflection that I 
would wish in the first instance to press upon you. 
It is nothing unreal or fanciful that I wish you to own 
to, it is the plain, simple truth of your real moral 
state that I wish each of you to recognise. If you 
find the indulgence of any one of these seven sins 
just mentioned pleasant, if you find the mere thought 
of such self-examination irksome, so that you are ready 
to exclaim with the Israelites, ' Let us alone, that we 
may serve the Egyptians,' that we may continue in our 
pleasant slavery — then, indeed, are you in deadly sin, 
and may Christ in His mercy deliver you therefrom. 
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But although all of you will not go quite so far as 
that, some will only allow, in a sort of half-hearted 
way, that they are more or less wrong, and have no 
intense inner resolve to be quit of the evil ; others, 
however, I trust, will confess candidly that there are 
passions in them to be brought under— to be kept 
under — tempers to be bridled, sloth to be overcome* 
pride to be chastened and extirpated. You know, 
each one of you, if you know yourselves at all, that 
there is some side of your character which is simply 
irreconcilable with God and with your higher self. 
And as you look it in the face to-day you must say, 
as to a mortal foe in your grapple, 1 Either you must 
die, or I must/ Oh, come to this deadly grapple with 
the evil, and never let go while the enemy continues 
to breathe. This is a hard saying, but which is better, 
to let your enemy entangle you in his grasp, or to 
help you to recognise your enemy by setting before 
you the sternness of the conflict, in order that yon 
may feel the intense longing to be cleansed from your 
sin, the readiness to brave anything or bear anything 
at any cost, whatever the pain and whatever the effort 
— whatever the sacrifice may be, not to wince from it 
or flinch, — if at last thereby your soul may be made 
pure and clean as the airs of heaven blowing round 
us, bright as the very sunlight gleaming on the sea ? 
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2. And so, passing on next to the second considera- 
tion I mentioned at the outset When it has been 
branded into you by being repeatedly worsted in this 
contest that our own strength is nothing, that this 
inborn spirit of evil is too strong for us to conquer 
alone — that though one day it may seem to be stricken 
down, yet another it is roused to greater violence than 
ever — when you have learnt by a very painful expe- 
rience to feel that this sin is part of yourselves, and 
has its springs in the very source of our being, the 
question then arises, How can we be cleansed from 
our sin : we do indeed long for it more than aught 
else, but how — how can it be wrought in us ? 

Then it is that we turn to the gospel story, and find 
that 'forgiveness of sin* is the keynote of all Christ's 
life and work from beginning to end — from the be- 
ginning, when Zechariah sang of John Baptist that he 
was to go before the face of the Lord ' to give know- 
ledge of salvation unto His people, by the remission 
of their sins,' down to the end when Christ, sitting at 
the Last Supper, said that ' His blood was being shed 
for many for the remission of their sins.' Our eyes 
must indeed be widely opened to our real condition 
before we can possibly value the peace that Christ 
can give us. But afterwards, when one has really 
become anxious about himself, and is thoroughly 
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aware of his own evil nature, he then finds the very 
help that he needs when he is told that for him, weak 
and unworthy as he is, Christ came into the world, 
lived, taught, suffered, and laid down His life ; and 
that for His sake pardon is ready to be issued to him 
the instant he has learned to feel his need of it It is 
hard to put into words the vividness and freshness 
with which this truth then first flashes on the soul of 
man : — 1 Son, thy sins be forgiven thee ! ' sounds at 
first too good to be true : that all the while we were 
offending God and breaking His laws, He was not 
4>nly caring for us, but actually should have given His 
only-begotten Son to save us : and this for each one 
•of us in particular : — that ' whosoever believeth in 
Him, • that is, trusts himself to God's infinite goodness 
and Christ's words, 'should have everlasting life.' 
For we cannot love anyone, not even God, unless we 
first trust Him as being worthy of our love ; and to do 
that, we learn from listening to Christ as we can learn 
from no other teacher. This good news, when we 
receive it, banishes every lingering doubt and fear, 
•confirms every faint and trembling hope in the heart 
•of the penitent. We may have dreaded punishment 
and have thought that God was angry with us ; we 
learn from Jesus that He pardons us freely ; that God 
is not a Being to be appeased by the blood of victims, 
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but one who delights to reveal the law of right to 
man ; and that all the sacrifice He requires is sorrow 
for sin, contrition of heart, and giving up of our own 
wills to Him, as the Son gave up His will to the 
Father. 

That is it to which throughout all Christendom 
devout souls, during Lent especially, have been 
directing their thoughts, and will more earnestly than 
^ver do so next Friday, the anniversary of His death; 
and that is the one thought which more than all others 
I would leave before the eyes of your minds this 
morning : the thought of Christ's dying on the cross 
4 to cleanse you from your sin.' Try then quietly to 
have that sight. engraven deep and with an everlasting 
impress on the soft tablets of your heart. There is 
something in the mere sight of any suffering that 
moves the heart When we see another in any acute 
bodily or mental pain, we cannot but feel moved with 
some sympathy; and as we realise somewhat of the 
pain which Jesus suffered for our sakes, when He 
bowed that sacred head in death, we cannot but feel 
drawn towards Him, we cannot help being touched 
at the sight of His sufferings. 

But there is here more than that; there is a 
power to cleanse us from our sins ; for as we regard 
Jesus on the Cross we feel that the power of evil to 
L 2 
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separate us from God is done away, we hate the evil 
ki ourselves with more energy than ever, and there is 
kindled in us a new enthusiasm to labour for Him 
which we never felt before. 

' When all else has failed, when examples fail ta 
rouse us, and precepts fail to guide us, when sin has 
proved too strong for reasoning, when we have fought 
and been beaten, and at last have given up hope, 
when we have almost settled down despairingly in sin- 
ful habits, though still fretting inwardly at the slavery 
that lies before us: even then, the Cross of Christ may 
yet save us with its simple story — how " He loved us 
and gave Himself to die for us. v We may be most 
sincere in our wish to serve God, we may have striven 
long and hard to subdue what is evil in us, and yet 
time after time the temptation has proved too strong,, 
or we have been found too weak ; it may be an un- 
kind temper makes us hawh to those around us, or a 
foolish tongue wanders from the truth ; or indolence 
overpowers our will, and we spend in some pleasure 
the time that ought to have been devoted to honest 
labour; or conceit makes us say and do things of 
which we ought to be ashamed ; or angry pride has 
filled our souls even in the presence of God. Our be- 
setting sin has clung to us, and we cannot get rid of it.' * 
1 Bishop Temple, Rugby Sermons t 1st series, p. 4. 
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Now if this be so, yet once more to-day — and 
during this week at home as well as here, — let us turn 
to God, and look upon and think much of the Cross 
of Christ : think of our Lord sadly grieving at your 
weakness, and longing to help you, and praying for 
your recovery. Think of the bitter pain it was for Him 
to look forward and see how little all His toil and pain 
would teach you, even you here on board the ' Britannia ' 
to-day. What is bitterer than to love and love fondly, 
-and to see one whom you love descend step by step 
into sin and folly ? And this He saw when He looked 
on some of you; and yet His love was not made cold 
or feeble. Think on this till your minds are filled with 
the sight, till your hearts answer to the affection which 
thus could suffer. Let us carry this thought about with 
us henceforward and turn to this whenever we are sore 
beset, and when tempted to do wrong raise before us 
4 the shield of His memory.' 

We cannot cleanse ourselves. 4 O Christ, do Thou 
cleanse us, as we kneel before Thee; we come asking 
to be taken to Thy heart ; we have been away from 
Thee ; we long to come back again. Lord, receive 
us once more to Thy love, and do with us what Thou 
wilt/ 
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PLEASING GOD. 

Trinity Sunday, June 8, 1879. 

Teach me to do the thing thai pleaseth Thee, — Psalm cxliii. 10* 

' To please God : ' what is this ? Not only in the 
Psalms and Prophets of the Old Testament, but also- 
in the writers of the New Testament we read much of 
' pleasing God' What does it mean ? 

In fewest words, to please God is to fulfil the law 
Of our being. All things in nature please God : the 
sunshine of this summer day, the quiet starlight of 
the night ; the bounteous showers that so lately have 
fertilised the earth, and made it teem with its myriad 
forms of life, please God ; the waves of the sea r 
as they heave and sparkle beneath the smile of 
heaven, or when they toss themselves in grey strength 
against the wind, please God ; the countless birds as 
they utter their various notes and go their way amid 
the now freshening woods, please God : the multitudes 
of wild flowers, pink, and blue, and white, that are 
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looking forth so thickly upon us from the banks and 
hedgerows of the deep country lanes ; the white 
hawthorn and the yellow furze-bloom new bursting 
into glory on the hillsides hard by, and shedding on 
the warm air around their full, faint odour ; the fields as. 
they carpet themselves over with the now daily thicken- 
ing grass and yellow buttercups, please God ; all 
nature in its spring-tide of joy and in its summer life,, 
all these things in their happiness, as they fulfil the 
law of their being, please Him. 

And we too, in so far as we are fulfilling the law 
of our being, shall please Him. Howbeit to us He 
has given a higher and severer law than He has 
vouchsafed to them : not one of these things knows 
the awful and eternal difference between right and 
wrong : none of these things has a conscience : on 
them lies no responsibility for the consequence of 
their action. At times, indeed, we half envy them ; 
never with the same fresh freedom as they, can we 
fulfil the law of our being : for evermore there is set 
a sad tinge on our happiest efforts through our 
knowledge of good and evil. Still, when we look 
upon them in their calm order, and their consummate 
though passing beauty, then, if we are wise, into our 
hearts and spirits comes some reflex of the joy of 
God ; and, beholding all this onward-moving life, we 
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are called to meditate concerning the very ways and 
works of the Lord, to marvel and adore, and are led 
to feel — as nearly all must feel at some time or an- 
other—a more or less conscious yearning to be at one 
with nature in spirit, so that we would fain breathe 
the prayer, * Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth 
Thee/ teach me to fulfil the law of my being before 
I too pass away into nothingness as all else, teach 
me to do with all my energy, with every power of head; 
of heart, of hand, to the fullest measure of my capa- 
bility, ' teach me to do the thing that pleaseth Thee.' 

On this, almost the first bright summer Sunday 
we have had this year, I would ask you to put away, 
as far as may be, all sad thoughts, and to think of 
but one way in which you as boys should fulfil the 
law of your being, even in your hours of play and 
recreation from work. Then, as you please yourselves 
— think — do you please Him ? Does there seem any- 
thing unnatural in bringing the thought of pleasing 
God into closest connection with your sports and 
happiness, and with all the blithe simplicity of 
cheerful boyhood, while here, as yet — as yet — far 
from the din, and dust, and noise, the glitter and 
the worry of the vain world, in your games in the 
field, your wanderings together into the country, 
your pleasures in the boats, your play-hours on board, 
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your laughter and your voiceful joy, you are free and 
do as you like, — to ask then, do you in these things 
please God? Why should you not? Why should 
not God be glad to see you glad ? Why should not 
God be happy when you are happy, pleased when 
you are pleased? Be assured He is, in so far as in all 
these things your will is in harmony with His WH1, 
and your boyish conscience remains unsoiled and 
void of offence. For it is part, and no small part 
neither, of the fulfilment of the law of your being that 
you should be thus cheerful and free from care, and 
jshould enjoy yourselves, as all young bright things in 
nature enjoy themselves, to the full extent of your 
privileges and opportunity, and so please God. 

But now I wish to speak to you especially of but 
tme of- these your pleasures, of your friendship for 
each other : for by the way in which you use your 
friendships or misuse them, you may most please 
God or most displease Him. 

Nothing better than friendship calls forth those 
qualities in your nature which most please God : for 
nothing better than friendship conduces to the form- 
ation of an open-hearted, well-developed character. 
Good humour, geniality, generosity, self-denial, some 
consideration at least for others besides oneself, are 
required in a friend, and these qualities always please 
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men : and as to pleasing God, all self-sacrifice, 
whether in the daily round of duty towards others or 
in the devotion of the whole self to one high object^ 
is akin to, and is one with, love to others; and love 
is life, and pleases God, for it is of God Nothing 
teaches you better than does friendship lessons of 
mutual confidence and trust : and ' without trust,' we 
read in the Epistle to the Hebrews (xi. 6), ' it is- 
impossible to please God/ There is nothing which 
is a surer bane than friendship against all sulkiness 
and grudging, or greedy, selfish sullenness. And of 
a truth scarcely anything comes more naturally to the 
majority of you than this feeling of and desire for 
friendship. There are very few — if indeed there be 
any of you — who have not one or two special friends, 
in whose company they take special delight, and with 
whom they chiefly share their joys and pleasures, and 
to whose sympathy they are wont to appeal in their 
troubles and their difficulties. Some few in a terra 
there may be who have no chum, no friend: 

Give them a word, they return a blow ; 

Harsh and fierce of mood, rough and savage of deed 

Hated or feared the more — who knows ? 

The genuine wild-beast breed. 

But with these we need not dwell to-day ; they, at 
any rate, are of the number of those of whom S. Paul 
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says that 'they are in the flesh, and cannot please God/ 
that is, they are only selfish, and think only of satisfy- 
ing their own selfishness in some form or another,, 
and so these ' cannot please God.' But on the other 
hand these boyhood's friendships, that come so natu- 
rally to the best of you all, are, or should be, the very 
beginnings of higher things. The conviction of a 
true heart and thorough sympathy close at hand is the 
greatest support and help in good that any man or 
boy can have. By the right use of friendship you 
may please God more than in almost any other 
way, just as you may displease Him most by its 
abuse. 

Now let us regard both sides for a few minutes.. 
First, as to the way in which too many are apt to 
abuse friendship ; and then, secondly, as to its proper 
use and the benefits which we receive thereby. 

I. It is undeniable that friendship is too often 
made the stepping-stone, not to higher things, but to^ 
worst falls ; and that many a one has his friends who r 
some from weakness, some from blindness, some even 
from wilfulness and wickedness, make the duty that 
should be easy difficult, so that he has, perhaps, his 
dearest and most intimate friends to thank for his ever 
having fallen into sins which, left to himself, he would 
either have never known, or would have shrunk from 
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with horror. One friend teaching another the way to 
sin is the most shocking misuse of friendship that can 
be imagined. And yet, is it unknown among you ? I 
do not think that this is always done in deliberate 
wickedness ; often a boy leads his friend astray from 
mere thoughtlessness — the thoughtlessness of the soul 
that, having plunged into evil, thinks little of seeing 
another plunge after him. Are not some of you who 
listen to me to-day conscious that you have done this 
for your friend ? When you shewed him, for instance, 
that which he had better not have seen ; when you 
told him that which he had better not have heard 
at your lips ? And when he seemed to blush at the 
suggestion, or to hesitate for a moment to do as you 
wished him, then did you take the further step of 
making him ashamed of doing right, instead of 
ashamed of doing wrong? All of us are much 
restrained from evil by an unwillingness to expose 
the evil to other eyes ; but what a change comes 
over us as soon as we have discovered that eyes, 
of whose contempt or disapproval we were afraid, 
have no contempt or disapproval for evil, but rather 
for good ! How fatal is the countenance of a friend 
who supports us in thinking light of foolishness, 
or of bad language, or false excuses, of doing wrong 
-and covering it up with smooth words, of calling lies- 
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and dishonest deeds by other names, of concealing 
evil doings with fair phrases ; who supports us in 
thinking little if not of actual falsehood yet of careless- 
ness, or neglect of duty, or transgression of rules ; 
who hinders us from being ashamed, because he is 
not ashamed, of any of these things, no, nor even of 
greater wrongs, of acts that soil the soul more deeply 
still. A friend who stands by then to encourage his 
comrade to bear up at such times, and not yield to 
shame, is worse than the worst enemy that we can 
ever have. And yet sometimes the boy who does all 
this — who enlightens his friend with bad knowledge, 
who helps him to conquer shame — is by no mean& 
insincere or selfish. He is very often really generous 
and really, in his way, hearty and devoted, really 
warm in his affections. He does not lead his friend 
into evil with any wish to do him harm, but simply 
for the sake of his companionship. The friend who 
indulges in wrong pleasures wishes his friend to share 
them, not because they are wrong, but because he 
thinks they are pleasures, and because he wants com- 
panionship therein ; and he thinks little of the mis- 
chief that he is doing his friend, precisely in the same 
way that he thinks little of the mischief that he is 
doing to himself But this only makes it all the more 
terrible ; it is terrible that what is in itself so beautiful 
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and so excellent as one boy's affection for another 
should be perverted to such deadly mischief; that 
what is so divine and comfortable a thing to them 
who use it worthily should be so dangerous to them 
that presume to use it unworthily ; that what in itself 
and by itself so pleases God should be turned in its 
misuse to displease Him so. ' And it is still more 
sad to think how very often a little strength of mind 
in either one friend or the other would prevent the 
mischief altogether. You who have yielded so readily 
to your friend's persuasion, or have joined him in 
doing wrong because he pressed it on your friendship, 
you know not how many times a very little resistance 
would have saved both him and yourself. You know 
not how many times he was hesitating already, and 
would have drawn back altogether, if you had but 
given him an opening to do so ; you know not how 
very often, at the very time he was arguing with you, 
he was in reality arguing with his own conscience, and 
might have been turned back with ease, if you had 
not given way ; you know not how often he led, only 
because he hoped you would follow, not so much 
because he cared for the transgression in itself, but 
simply because he was impelled by a sort of pride of 
leadership. Had you but refused to go along with 
him, he would have found no pleasure in the evil 
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indulgence, and would in his better self have been 
really glad you resisted his temptation, and so saved 
both him and yourself from evil.' 

Do not however suppose that I would wish to sow 
•dissension between friend and friend, or that I would 
bid you to begin fault-finding with your friend. It 
may be sometimes, but it is not often, the duty of 
a true friend openly to find fault with his friend, but 
the occasion is very rare. In most cases all that is 
wanted of you is simply that you yourself should not 
be cowardly in flinching from what you in your con- 
science know to be right ; all that is wanted is that 
you should hold to the right, and you will do more 
towards holding your friend to the right than by a 
great deal of talk and argument \ all that is wanted is 
that when tempted to evil, you should say ' No, I 
won't,' and be firm. It is almost impossible to over- 
estimate the power with which a quiet and resolute 
obedience to conscience will prove as an anchor to 
hold not only yourself firm to duty but your friend 
also even more than yourself. And if you can be 
firm on the side of Right cheerfully, and with a simple 
.good humour, and with a generosity that never judges 
hardly, but always interprets all things in their best 
sense — if you can thus be firm, then indeed as such a 
friend you are doing, more than almost anything else 
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this world can shew, you are doing the thing that 
pleaseth God. 

II. Turning now from these sad thoughts on the 
misuse of friendship, that have perforce for a while like 
a dark cloud passing across the sea obscured the light 
of heaven, let us look on the other side, on some of 
the uses a hoy's friendship may serve. 

Friendship, and sympathy, and cheerful example 
may help lis more than any teaching in the world to 
grow up scldia s and servants of Christ, and to fight 
manfully under His banner against every form of sin 
and wrong. When Right is unpopular how much 
help a friend can give; when disobedience is very 
tempting, how great a check a friend can be ! Then 
the support that one friend gets from the other in 
doing right and bettering his character when tempta- 
tion or weakness makes it difficult, is simply incalcul- 
able. The very differences in your characters are 
such a help to you in making friendship thus valuable, 
because when one friend is much tempted to one 
kind of evil the other remains strong and can uphold 
him against that particular weakness ; and yet, when 
another kind of temptation comes the second will 
receive back in turn from his friend as much support • 
as he gave. Cannot you recall instances of this from 
your own experience ; of how you were comforted or 
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encouraged by your friend when the discharge of 
duty has brought painful consequences — as it very 
often will, for duty is often difficult, wearisome, and 
painful — and cannot you again recall instances when 
from your friend you have received advice in real or 
fancied perplexities, or again been by his warm-hearted 
sympathy or good-humoured but firm plainness of 
speech upheld from falling ? Do you not remember 
the moment when there came to you some passing 
desire for foolish wandering after sin, or some greedy 
grovelling after forbidden joys, or some falling into 
transgression, and just then you found that your 
better friend was near — perhaps unexpectedly — and 
your wavering unsteadiness was checked by his steady 
simplicity of soul, and so you conquered ? Or it may 
be your friend has a clearer head than you, and so 
helps you in your work ; or a defter hand, or fleeter 
foot, or stronger arm, or shews in some way greater 
skill, either on the water or ashore ; and by a more 
patient endurance than is yours, or by a bolder and 
more energetic spirit, and a brighter cheerfulness 
wins popularity more readily than you \ well, know 
you not somewhat of the pleasure that comes from 
living in the daily enjoyment of a heart-friendship 
with such a one, till there is reproduced in you some 
image of what you admire in him ; and, as the coun- 
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tenance of the one brightens the countenance of the 
other you become strengthened, softened, perfected, 
under the power of such pleasant intercourse. Surely 
sucri influences are worth winning, are worth keeping ; 
and such influences I know are working in your midst, 
thank God ; and such influences a boy will ever in 
memory regard with affectionate gratitude as often as it 
may happen that he looks back on former days — even 
as some of you do now when looking back on earlier 
days here, or a term or two ago — and can see how he 
would have been likely to end in utter loss of himself 
and his own soul even, unless he had been saved by 
falling in with one whom he first learnt to like, and 
then to appreciate, and then to imitate; and thus 
the example of a simple-minded and quiet discharge 
of duty led him to make a steady effort to raise the 
tone of his own mind. 

But now, if it should happen to any of you that your 
friend to-day seems somewhat more cold towards you 
than he once was, or than you could wish, and seems to 
be fonder of some other whom you do not care for so 
much, and to neglect your company for his, so that 
you feel rather hurt or jealous, put such ill thoughts 
away ; they neither can please you, nor would they 
please your friend, nor do they please God. Be 
open-hearted, be free from anything like jealousy 
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with your friend ; share with this new friend of his 
those little things you used only to share with him ; 
. and in so doing you will find that your affection for 
your old friend, and his for you, increases rather than 
diminishes, and by thus doing the thing that pleases 
him you will please yourself and please God too. Or 
again, it may be that your old friendship is not so 
much damped by some passing slight, or some 
transient ill-feeling ; a more lasting bitterness may, 
alas! have come between you who were long time 
•chums until a few months or weeks since. Dislike, 
almost aversion and hatred, may have taken the place 
of what once was liking and friendship. And when 
you have once quarrelled with your friend it is strange 
how soon what was love passes into enmity. All his 
weak points which you came to know so well through 
having been before so intimate with him, seem now 
particularly despicable to your eyes, and the wrong 
you have received, or fancy that you have received, at 
his hands, seems particularly galling and exaggerated 
as you think of how pleasant was the. old intercourse 
with him in the past. But if you are true-hearted 
English boys, this sort of angry hatred cannot last 
Jong; I am sure the reaction will soon come, your 
hearts will go back to their old fondness ; you will 
forgive and be a little blind to his deficiencies ; and 
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as you now feel wretched and uncomfortable when 
thus parted from him, you will hasten to make it 
up together, and be drawn back again to your old 
comradeship, and then all will be well and bright far 
you, as you trust each other again, and are friends 
together once more. 

To some, I am aware, these things may appear 
trifles, and they may wonder how I can speak about 
them from this place rather than about the more 
strictly doctrinal points of the Christian religion. I 
do so, not because I underrate dogmatic truths, but 
because your lives are made up of such so-called 
trifles. It is by neglect of so-called trifles that men 
become thoroughly bad, it is by caring about trifles 
that men become thoroughly good And these 
friendships of yours are no trifles. I know some 
among you who are being daily lowered and dis- 
tinctly worsened by your friendships; and, on the 
other hand, I know some among you who are being 
bettered and daily raised to higher things by your 
friendships. Such friendships often, in the first place, 
may seem the result of what men may almost call 
chance. You may have chanced to have known 
each other at the same school before you came here, 
or you chance to get into the same class on board, 
or your chests stand, or your hammocks are slung, 
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side by side, or you are thrown in your first term 
somehow or other in closest contact; and thus in 
many cases the beginnings of your friendships spring 
up as it were by chance. But it was not so wholly. 
Let them have begun as they may, these things were 
arranged as it pleased God to order. And what you 
have now to do is to see to it that, whether such 
friendships be continued for years to come, or whether 
they be ended in a few months — even if they be not 
brought to a sudden close for some of us even in a 
few weeks when we go to sea, some one whither, 
some another — they be at all events such as you may 
look back upon in time to come without one single 
pang of regret or remorse, since you have learnt from 
them nothing but to do the things that please God. 

Such are what friendships have been in this ship, 
such are what friendships may always be. Blessings 
they are, given by God to make you happier, because 
more full of brotherly love and tenderness, of mutual 
•consideration and gentleness, and because they teach 
you how by doing the thing that pleases another you 
may learn in manifold ways how better to do the 
thing that pleases God. Blessings they are which 
you may misuse if you will, and so may be led only 
too easily to do that which most displeaseth Him* 
May you, by means of all your daily intercourse, and 
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by reason of your mutual intimacies, grow in conduct 
and in manners, in thoughts, in words, in ways, more 
affectionate and open-hearted, more free from any 
silly vanity or flippant self-conceit, more wholly 
purged from all taint of hypocrisy or jealousy* and 
approve yourselves in all things more patient and 
manful, more kind and unselfish. These are the 
highest and purest pleasures that come from using 
friendship aright; these are its most blessed fruits, 
these are the things by the continuous happy practice 
of which you will best now as boys fulfil the law of 
your being, and so best will you work out into action 
the prayer of the text, ' Teach me, O Lord, to do the 
thing that pleaseth Thee/ 
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PATRIOTISM. 

Sixth Sunday after Trinity, July 20, 1879. 

For my brethren and companion? sokes, I will wish thee now 
prosperity. — PSALM cxxii. 8. 

These words are taken from one of those fifteen 
Psalms, numbered in our Bibles cxx. to cxxxiv., which 
have been called the ' Songs of the goings up ' or the 
' Pilgrim Odes ' of the Jews. We may think of them 
as originally sung by those pilgrim bands that went 
up to the yearly festivals at Jerusalem, as they 
marched along in spring or autumn over the valleys 
and hills of Palestine. A motley crowd on camel and 
on mule, but most on foot, gathered from all the lands 
around, Jews from Rome, from Greece, from Asia 
Minor, from North Africa, from Egypt, from the 
further East, they meet and troop along together up 
towards the holy city, that shrine of their most 
cherished glories in the past, that centre of their fond- 
est hopes in the future. And as they wend their way 
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across the length and breadth of their fatherland and 
look forth upon this, that, and the other spot that had 
witnessed the most stirring episodes in their country's 
history, they sing, 4 1 will lift up mine eyes unto the 
hills, from whence cometh my help : ' 'my helpcometh 
(now, as it came of old) from the Lord who hath made 
heaven and earth : the Lord Himself is thy keeper 
and thy guard ; the Lord is thy shade upon thy right 
hand, so that the sun shall not smite thee by day nor 
the moon by night : ' and whether on foreign journeys 
or on coming home to thy native land again, 'the 
Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in 
for evermore.' His watchful care that never ' slum- 
bereth nor sleepeth ' had shielded them on pilgrimage 
through all the perils of the mountain pass, or of the 
desert, or of the sea, which many of them had passed 
to come long weary miles whither their heart was 
now leading them on, ' the waters had overwhelmed 
us, the streams had gone over our soul: the proud 
waters had gone even over our soul: but blessed 
be the Lord, who hath not given us over a prey to 
their teeth.' 

And now, when drawing near the end of their 
travels, they behold on the horizon the rocky barriers 
of protecting hills that enfold Jerusalem around, yet 
once again they lift the hymn, ' They that trust in the 
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Lord shall be even as the Mount Zion which cannot 
be removed, but standeth fast for ever : as the moun- 
tains are round about Jerusalem, so is the Lord round 
about His people from henceforth even for ever ; ' 
until at last, fired by enthusiasm on a near and still 
yet nearer approach, they catch the first fall sight of 
that hallowed centre of their national life and hopes — 
the snow-white marble towers of the Temple glittering 
in the sunlight with their golden pinnacles, then, the 
voices of men and of women and of children break 
forth upon the clear Eastern air, mingled with the 
sound of horn, and pipe, and harp, as they chant the 
psalm from whence our text is taken, ' I was glad 
when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of 
the Lord. Our feet now come to halt before thy 
gates, O Jerusalem : who art built up as a city com- 
pact together, whither the tribes go up from of old, 
even the tribes of Jehovah according to an ordinance 
for Israel to give thanks to the name of the Lord.' 
4 O pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper 
that love thee : peace be within thy walls and pro- 
sperity within thy palaces: for my brethren and com- 
panions' sakes I will wish thee now prosperity.' So 
fervent glowed the love of country, so passionate was 
the attachment to that dear hearth and home their 
fathers had taught them from earliest youth to revere 
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as something more than human, as sacred and as 
almost divine. 

And are English hearts altogether ignorant of 
kindred patriotic feelings ? 

In reading the Old Testament, more especially the 
poems of the Psalmists and the Prophets, you will find 
it a very healthful practice often to substitute the name 
of your own country and your own country's heroes- 
for those of Israel or Judah, or the great men of the 
Hebrew race. Thus doing, you will realize more vividly 
than by any other means their spirit, and the never- 
dying power of their impassioned aspirations; and 
thus, that which of old ministered to the kindling of 
their patriotism may avail to nurture yours also. Take 
for instance this Psalm : can we not say of England, 
' they shall prosper that love thee ; peace be within 
thy walls and prosperity within thy palaces ; for my 
brethren and companions' sakes I will wish thee now 
prosperity.' Aye : * for my brethren and companions' 
sakes ; ' that is the root of all true patriotism. For 
love of country is no selfish virtue 3 it is no mere 
pride of descent, no mere glorying in the name of 
Englishman. Mutual help, union, interdependence, 
so that labour, tribulation even, is cheerfully endured 
for a common end, to the sacrificing of all self-seeking 
and love of individual gain, and to the oblivion of all 
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meaner objects of personal advantage for the good of 
our fellow-countrymen — these are the qualities which- 
patriotism requires. The spirit of readiness to sacri- 
flee everything for the sake of the general good, 'for 
our brethren and companions' sakes,' to run any risk 
of personal obloquy and misrepresentation in order 
that the common welfare of England may suffer no 
hurt, is what is required of those 'who wish her now 
prosperity.' True patriotism, moreover, consists not 
merely in that love and zeal for one's country which 
will cause the citizen to arm in defence of her rights 
and interests, but in an earnest endeavour to promote 
the well-being and social improvement of all. For 
not so much amid the blare of trumpets and dust of 
martial pomp, nor amid the thunder of mighty arma- 
ments upon the deep, as in the quiet persistency of 
everyday life spent for your 'brethren and companions' 
sakes,' can you help to win your country that ' pro- 
sperity you wish ' for her. When in the words of the 
third verse of this Psalm, ' England is as a city that is 
builded up at union in itself/ compact, consolidated ; 
then whenever the interests of this great Empire 
are threatened or its honour involved, or its help 
righteously invoked, the name of Briton shall be one 
to be proud and fond of to those who can claim it, 
and one to be respected and admired and feared by 
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those who cannot claim it For that which makes 
men of British blood share as much as possible their 
honours and prosperity, and help each other as much 
as possible in adversity, is this spirit of union — that 
union which is strength — which binds together every 
true son of Britain, to the exclusion of all meaner 
envies and smaller jealousies. For whether here in 
this small Island of the West, or spread abroad in 
colonies over every one of the four quarters of the 
globe, are we not all united in spirit ? are we not all 
parcel of the same stock? does not the name of 
Briton cover us all ? What Englishman, mindful of 
what his country has passed through for liberty and 
civilisation, and knowing somewhat of all that has 
gone to make England what she is ; what Scotchman 
whose soul is stirred by the traditions and the glorious 
story of ' the land of the mountain and the flood ; ' 
what Irishman, whose warm and susceptible nature 
fills his eyes sometimes with tears at the sad, yet not 
inglorious story of the green island ; which of these, 
after all, does not find himself yearning with fond 
.affection for the old country, that country which in 
her marvellous and unique history, both in what she 
has done and in what she has suffered, is the greatest 
nation that has ever lived upon the tide of time ! ' O 
pray for the peace of Britain; they shall prosper that 
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love thee ; peace be within thy sea-girt walls and 
prosperity within thy palaces ; for my brethren and 
companions* sakes ' — for the sake of the memory of all 
that our brethren and ancestors dared and did in the 
olden days, for the sake of all that our brethren and 
companions in the large capabilities of our race may 
work out in time to come — 'for our brethren and 
companions' sakes/ alike in the past as in the future,. 
' we will wish thee now prosperity. ' 

And if there are any hearts that throb more warmly 
with this sacred love of country than others, are they 
not those of sailors ? Do not they more often than 
others of their fellow-countrymen stand in the position 
of that same pilgrim-band we saw just now wafting 
those glad salutations at first sight of their country's 
hills and cities after strange journeyings from afar? 
Cannot you, more keenly than others, realize and 
sympathize with the feelings of those ancient travellers 
in the Psalm as they returned ever and anon to their 
own fatherland, when you, running up Channel, first 
make the dim low line on the port-bow and first sight 
the Start or the Wight after long absence from your 
native shores ; then know you not the thrill that passes 
through the whole being as you think, ' Aye, there is 
England : there is home ! 1 Then in one moment there 
flashes through the brain the thought of all that Island 
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contains, in close town or open country-side : the 
miners, the labourers, the fisher-folk, the manor-house 
and the cottage among the trees, until your memory 
settles down on the one nook dearer than all else to 
your heart, your own boyhood's home ; and then half- 
fearful that you may not find all there as you left it, 
though longing much that all may be well, you breathe 
the prayer, ' Peace be within thy walls : they shall 
prosper that love thee : for my brethren and com- 
panions' sakes, for the sake of brothers and sisters, of 
father and of mother, of wife and of friend, I will wish 
thee — I will wish thee — now prosperity.' 

I travelled among unknown men, 

In lands beyond the sea, 
Nor, England, did I know till then 

What love I bore to thee. 

Yes : besides the love of a common country there 
Is a local attachment to which the words of my text lend 
utterance, and although primarily they were spoken 
as a salutation on nearing home — yet to-day some of 
us cannot but use them as a parting valediction on 
leaving a spot that will ever occupy no small space in 
our memories, since here it is that England's sons have 
been trained for England's service beneath the folds 
of the white ensign and the red cross of St George. 
Their two short years of training have quickly sped 
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to an end, and as we of the term now passing out are 
about to leave the ship we would greet those of you 
who remain behind from our hearts, and, 'for our 
brethren and companions' sakes wish you (as doubtless 
you in your turn would wish us) now prosperity.* 

There is of necessity a pathos about all leave- 
takings : but as it comes to each term in succession 
to say ' good-bye ' to the * Britannia,' there mingles 
always I have felt something also of invigorating 
and cheering hope : since those who bid us, and to 
whom we bid adieu, step out, and enter on a future 
unknown indeed, but for that very reason all the 
brighter to youthful imagination. Still even in this 
again there is something pathetic, when we think of 
the huge disproportion between your imaginings of 
the future and the sober reality that is in store for 
most of you. Nevertheless, the pathos of every leave- 
taking, such as this one we make to-day, consists 
•chiefly in the thought that it is irrevocable. When 
we come fully to realize that one period of our life is 
definitely closed, never again to be reopened whether 
for good or ill, no man or boy can well fail to be 
touched with some tinge of passing sadness. When 
we realize that after next Thursday these decks will 
never again be trodden of our feet ; that all the daily 
round of work and duty here for us will then be 
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irrevocably at an end; that never again as cadets will 
you roam over the hills or wooded glens hard by, 
never again as comrades go up together to the cricket- 
field, never again as boys sail or row upon the long 
reaches of this lovely river, nor wander to and fro to 
the neighbouring villages, never again stand side by 
side upon the shores and headlands looking out to 
sea — some pathos, some regret, even if but for a 
moment, will be felt more or less by each member of 
a term which is thus so soon to be broken up. A 
regret which cannot but weigh more sadly, when 
the further consideration will force itself upon the 
more thoughtful, that perhaps past opportunities for 
here winning good for ourselves, or here exercising 
influence over others have not been thoroughly used 
—(and who can say that he has thoroughly, to the 
very utmost extent of his powers, seized and used 
> every one of the opportunities offered to him? ) — if I 

say we have to recall, or others for us if we won't 
recall for ourselves, duties neglected, or left half-done, 
or done perfunctorily : if we are sensible of any evil 
habits contracted, the effect of which will dog us to- 
our dying day : or of any unkind practices, deeds, or 
thoughts against ' our brethren and companions,' or 
of anything in fact for which, in those better moments- 
that come to all, we now feel sorry. Therefore, looking 
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back thus on the time I have passed in your midst, which 
seems now so swiftly to have flown, while as brethren 
and companions I would wish you all prosperity, I 
would fain, first turning to you who will remain in 
the ship when we are gone, bid you to remember 
that your time here is also short : a few swift months 
and you will be following us. Another term seems a 
good deal longer to look forward to than it is in 
reality. Remember then the reasons for which you 
have come here, and, while you may, improve the 
opportunities set before you. Here in the most 
pliant moments of your lives you have been taken, 
and over and above the other qualities which are 
formed more or less in any ordinary public school 
boy there are three, it seems to me, which are, or 
should be, the three distinctive traits of character 
stamped on every cadet that passes through the 
* Britannia. ' And they are these : first and foremost 
the habit of implicit and unquestioning obedience to 
superiors. At all schools boys are of course taught 
obedience, but here, according to the spirit of our 
rules, the instinct of absolute and instant obedience 
to orders is sought to be, above all things else, 
developed in you. Every action of the day, which as 
a common body you are called upon to perform, from 
the moment of your first waking in the morning up to 

N 
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the time of your turning in at night, is done under 
word or sign of command. The effect of this is, or 
should be, to. generate in those subject to it a special 
promptness and quick alacrity of obedience. And the 
stricter the discipline maintained over you the more 
does it tend to bring this quality out in you, as well 
as that other which is, or should be, the second 
distinctive mark. of every boy trained here, namely, a 
faculty of self-help and ability to shift for himself 
under difficulties: because, in your play hours you 
are left more to yourselves and are allowed a greater 
freedom on the water and over the country than is 
permitted to most boys of your age. Now attention, 
the habit of at once fixing the mind upon the one 
thing required — which is, or should be, the outcome 
of always instantly obeying orders — tends to make a 
man or boy generally more alert at all times : leads 
him to hold all his faculties ready as it were for any- 
thing that may be set before them. Hence the 
combined influence of these two things — strjct disci- 
pline when on the ship, and freedom from it when off 
—is, or should be, to produce in you a certain manly 
handiness and general power of taking care of your- 
selves. But not selfishly : for as you by the same 
word of command are brought to act always as 
members of one body, and to cling together with a 



Digitized by Google 



PATRIOTISM. 



179 



close sense of comradeship, so there should befcome 
insensibly infused into you the instinct of readiness 
to help each comrade when in need or difficulty. 

And the third characteristic of the training here, 
and no unimportant one in these days of ease and 
luxury, is the effort made to produce in you active 
and hardy habits, endurance of fatigue, and contempt 
of danger. There is, or should be, a Spartan siim 
plicity and plainness in all your surroundings here : 
you are absolutely cut off from every opportunity for 
extravagance in dress and other modes of self-indul- 
gence. You have to learn, as far as may be, to endure 
hardness as a good sailor : and that discomfort is 
sometimes even wholesome and necessary. And 
certainly what small measure of discomfort you may 
occasionally feel here is only imposed upon you from 
the desire that you should become accustomed at the 
most critical time of your lives to plain and frugal 
habits, and should be taught that the world's best 
work is done by those who face it with the fewest 
wants and the most perfect control over their fancies 
and appetites. Thus obedience, self-reliance, sim- 
plicity, these are the three marks and virtues that it 
seems to me the general training here should most 
especially and distinctly stamp upon your souls. 

I need not speak now of the particular habits of 
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mind which the course of studies as here pursued—* 
so different in many respects from that at most 
public schools — will, or is meant to, specially develope 
in you, or of the more professional instruction to 
which you are necessarily subjected, one effect of 
which is to make you look at everything from an 
English sailor's point of view. But what an English 
6ailor should be, you may best now hear described 
in the Queen's own words : 'The Queen wishes to 
encourage the boys to acquire and maintain the 
qualities which will make the finest sailor, namely, 
cheerful submission to superiors, self-respect, indepen- 
dence of character, kindness, and protection to the 
weak, readiness to forgive offences, and desire to 
conciliate the differences of others : above all, fearless 
devotion to duty and unflinching truthfulness.' Such 
are her words. 

On this, then, our last Sunday together in the 
* Britannia ' let each ask himself, ' How far do I come up 
to that ideal, how far am I honestly doing my best to 
attain to it ? ' Ask yourselves this, both you who will 
remain a little longer here, and you who are so soon 
to leave this ship and place : a place more replete 
perhaps than any other with the memories of those 
early navigators whose lives afford you pre-eminent ex- 
amples of the virtues just enumerated. Sometimes even 
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still to some of us their presence seems to haunt the 
banks and waters of the Dart; round these still cleaves 
the memory of Davis of Stoke Gabriel, of Humphrey 
and of Hadrian Gilbert of Greenway, and of the greatest 
of all, of Raleigh, who so oft in sqitow and in joy, both 
in the days of his brightest success, and again in the 
days of his deepest trouble, visited this Dartmouth 
harbour. (There are certain spots here which one 
can never pass without recalling his sacred memory.) 
These, and many another naval worthy trod these self- 
same shores and hills as you ; their eyes gazed lovingly 
upon the self-same landscape, the creeks and waters 
you know so well to-day ; and full of faith and energy, 
of daring and endurance, and of the Spirit of the 
Lord, they went forth from this very harbour's mouth 
to win in the then unknown North and West* new 
empire for England, and to lay the firm foundations 
of liberty in lands beyond the sea. Nurtured then 
amid what should be to you such stirring historic 
memories, strive to show yourselves no unworthy sons 
of theirs. And to-day, the eve of the anniversary of 
the defeat of the Spanish Armada, they too would seem 
to bend longingly from on high over the scenes of their 
former prowess, and for their brethren and companions' 
sake to wish you now prosperity in the same noble pro- 
fession they once loved and followed. Go forth then, 
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strong in the sense of their example, but above all 
things as beneath the ever-present eye of God 
.Recollect the last recorded words of one of them, qf 
Sir Humphrey Gilbert, spoken as he was seen for the 
last time on the stern of the little ' Squirrel ' often tons, 
in the midst of a storm on the Atlantic before that 
night fell after which she was never seen again, 1 We 
are as near God and heaven here at sea as upon 
land.' Yes, as near God. Remember wherever you go, 
whatever you do, that the Lord is on your right hand : 
and then, and then alone, will you not be moved, 
either to terror or to sin, by any of the chances and 
changes of this mortal life. 

, So may God's blessing be upon you all. May 
you who remain here for other terms rise to the full 
use of your opportunities. May you grow to be all 
you ought to be, and all you can be : bright, yet' 
reverent, brave, aspiring, pure, humane, eager for the 
happiness of others, earnest, modest, self-denying. 

And you who are now leaving the ship, on you 
may God shower his choicest blessings : whether you 
win renown or whether your career be unheralded ; 
whether an early end or long life be in store for you, 
may you be ever happy because God-fearing. Strive 
ever to be true followers of Christ, and at all times to 
discountenance amidst your messmates anything like 
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jealousy, untruthfulness, and meanness : be just and 
considerate towards others of every class, mindful of 
what is due to your parents and your friends, scrupulous 
about living within your means, and never incurring 
debt ; thus may your lives be pure, your lips clean, 
your purpose generous, your consciences unsoiled. 
Then, whether earth give you her scorn, or flatter 
you with her applause, will matter very little : for God 
Himself will bless you always : He will preserve you 
from all evil : yea, even He will preserve your soul : 
the Lord will preserve your going out and your coming 
in from this time forth, even for evermore. 
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Old town, fair ship, deep hanging woods, 
Clear mirrored in the tidal floods, 
The sea-ward meadows, and the roar 
Of waves that break upon the shore, 
The drifting of the rainy south, — 

We leave you : 
O sea-encircled English land ! 

Grant us with favouring winds to go, 
Whither the mighty Fates command, 
With this dear company of friends, 
O mastering Power that shapes our ends 
To issues fairer than we know. 

H.M.S. * Bacchante, 1 

Passing Dartmouth, September 25, 1879. 
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